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COVER IMAGE 
Edgeworthia chrysantha 
Known as ‘Akebono,’ ‘Red Dragon,’ and ‘Rubra’ 

BLOOM TIME: mid-January to April  
CONDITIONS: Part shade 
NATIVE RANGE: Himalayas and China 
SIZE: 5’- 6’ high x 4’ wide  
WATER: Medium 
ZONE: 7 

COVER PHOTO: thomson-morgan.com 

Reflections

As you all know, when I choose the cover photos for each 
issue of Clippings, I choose a plant that can be grown 
here and is doing something interesting during the 
months of the issue. You may have noticed that I often 
choose native plants because they support our wildlife, 
but in the brown time of December, I couldn’t resist this 
rare, non-native, fiery beauty. 

Edgeworthia papyrifera 'Akebono' is generally considered 
to be a different species compared to the traditional 
large yellow flowered form, known as E.chrysantha. 
However, there are some genetic questions, so it may  
not be a different species, but a variant within  
E. chrysantha.  

A member of the Daphne family, ‘Akebono’ is a rare, 
collector’s plant because it doesn’t have the same vigor 
as ‘Snow Cream,’ the cultivar introduced by Tony Avent 
of plantdelights.com. ‘Akebono’ behaves like a Daphne — 
it will live and thrive and then suddenly die, most likely 
from root rot. Horticulturist Brie Arthur treats it as a 
short-lived container specimen, so she doesn’t get 
offended when it dies. 

‘Akebono’ has a lighter scent than the cream and golden 
flowering cultivars. But its fragrance can be amplified if 
you cut off some blooms and bring them into the warmer 
indoors. As a mature plant, it is smaller than other 
Edgeworthia culitvars, which can grow as large as 8’ x 8’. 

All Edgeworthias, known as ‘paperbush,’ are must-have 
plants that give us year-round delight. In the summer, 
their large, plumeria-like leaves add a lush, almost 
tropical quality to one’s garden. By mid-December, the 
foliage drops to reveal silvery flower buds and an 
elegant, sculptural shape. When most plants are brown 
and dormant, Edgeworthia blooms and scents our 
garden’s with a luscious fragrance.  

“Umbelliferous” — my favorite word of the week, 
describes the dense, rounded Edgeworthia flower heads. 
When they burst into bloom in mid-January, they emit an 
intoxicating fragrance that one horticulture teacher of 
mine described as “the scent of love.” He even composed 
a song about it and promptly sang it to us! 

One more note about this issue — Tis the season for 
pruning, so I’ve included lots of info on that topic. 

THANK YOU 
Brie Arthur, Jan Dean, Mary Knierim, Daphne McLeod, 
Anne Montgomery, Betsy Nininger and Connie Perotti for 
your contributions to this issue. 

～ Barbara 
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L:  Edgeworthia chrysantha ‘Paperbush’ in winter. R:  Edgeworthia chrysantha in summer.

Barbara Clare napping on the job.

You will see beautiful 
Edgeworthia specimens 
on our Spring Tour at 

Joann Currier’s garden 
on Oak Hill Road. 

http://plantdelights.com
http://plantdelights.com


From Our President

Jane Lamm
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Where our Floral Wonders Found Homes 

Brookshire Assisted Living/Hillsborough 
Carolina Meadows 
Carol Woods 
Charles House 
Chatham Food Bank 
Chatham Library 
Council on Aging/Pittsboro 
Fire Station/Fearrington 
Freedom House 
Habitat Chatham 
Hillcrest Rehab/Durham 
Passmore Senior Center/Hillsborough 
Ronald McDonald House/Chapel Hill 
SECU Family House 
Seymour Senior Center    
The Arbor at Galloway Ridge 
The Stratford  
Twin Rivers/Pittsboro 
UNC Rehab Center 

Betsy’s happy helpers.

Top L:  Maggie Conger 
and new member 
Caroline Lloyd.

Top R:  Peggy Pratt

Bottom R from L to R: 
Maggie Conger, Susan 
Hausmann, Peggy Pratt, 
Betsy Nininger and 
Caroline Lloyd.

Photos by Daphne 
McLeod.

Chapel Hill Garden Club, you are a fun group!   

I think of our November meeting as a “Floral Extravaganza.” Talented Betsy Nininger, 
with a few helpers, led over fifty of us through the art of creating distinctive floral 
arrangements. The results were impressive and beautiful. It was a joy for me to see 
the explosion of creativity in the room.  

We spread our floral cheer far and wide ⏤ in addition to Chapel Hill locations, our 
arrangements traveled east to Durham, west to Hillsborough and south to Pittsboro 
(see box below). 

When a staff member at Passmore Senior Center accepted our flowers, she exclaimed 
as she showed them to residents, “All the way from the Chapel Hill Garden Club ⏤ 
for us!  We will all enjoy.” Her delight was heart-warming. 

Our year ended with a wonderful Holiday Tea at the beautiful home and garden of 
Becky Berry. Club members’ floral arrangements adorning Becky’s home were superb, 
the food prepared by all, delicious, and the visiting, as always, enlivening. 

Take some time to look at the wonderful programs lined up for the next few months.  
I, for one, look forward to discovering what Betsy has in store for us. 2018 is going to 
be a great year. 

～ Jane 



January 

   Club Meeting.  10 am — noon 
   Gardening in the South. 

February 

   Board of Directors Meeting. 10 am 
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Events Calendar

TUESDAY 

30

TUESDAY 

6
TUESDAY 

20

TUESDAY 

27

FRIDAY 

23
Field Trip. 11 am 

Sarah & Michael’s Farm 

Club Meeting.  10 am — noon 
Landscape Design. 

Tour Committee Meeting. 1 pm 



GARDENING IN THE SOUTH :  
THE COMPLETE HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 10 am 
North Carolina Botanical Garden 

Reeves Auditorium 

Featuring 

Mark Weathington 

Club Events

Mark Weathington is the Director of the JC Raulston Arboretum at NC State 
University. Mark travels extensively searching for new plants to diversify the 
American landscape. His explorations have taken him to China, Taiwan, 
Japan, Ecuador, Europe, Mexico, New Zealand, and throughout the US. 

For our presentation, Mark will draw from his newly released comprehensive 
and accessible reference guide to gardening in our region, Gardening in the 
South: The Complete Homeowner’s Guide, to discuss the best plants for our 
local conditions. 
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Mark will be 
selling 

autographed 
copies of 

Gardening in 
the South  

at our 
meeting.



LANDSCAPE DESIGN : 
THE FOUR-PART MASTER PLAN 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 10 am 
North Carolina Botanical Garden 

Reeves Auditorium 

Featuring 

Mary Palmer Dargan 

Club Events

Landscape architect Mary Palmar Dargan has worked 
for over 40 years designing award-winning gardens 
and landscapes for clients. She will share design 
techniques and practical advice on how to achieve a 
sophisticated look on any size and type of property. 

Every summer, the Dargan’s host The Garden Talk 
Salon at their seasonal shop, Dovecote Porch and 
Gardens, in Cashiers, NC. 

The Dargan’s, (her landscape architect husband, 
Hugh, is her business partner), award-winning 
landscape design books: Lifelong Landscape Design, 
Timeless Landscape Design and The Early English 
Kitchen Garden will be autographed and available for 
sale at our meeting. 
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Special Offer 
Mary is available for consults  

while she’s here.  

Interested?  
Write Mary:  mpdargan@dargan.com



Club News
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This design dates back to the 18th century when the painter and writer, William Hogarth, developed the “Line of 
Beauty,” as an essential part of his theory of Aesthetics. According to this theory, S-curve lines signify liveliness and 
excite the viewer’s attention as contrasted with straight lines, parallel lines or right-angled intersecting lines, which 
signify stasis, death, or inanimate objects.  

Applied to floral design, the idea is to establish an S curve and to arrange the flowers so the clear definition of that 
curve is apparent. Each of the designs below by our members are excellent examples of this style. 

The Hogarth Design Curve

photos by Betsy Nininger 

enwikipedia.org

L - R:  Hogarth Curve floral designs by Ruth Little,  Amanda Watlington, Maggie Conger and Mary Knierim.

Seeking Helpers for 
Spring picnic 

June 12  
Lavender Oaks Farm 

3829 Millard Whitley Rd.  
Chapel Hill, NC 27516  

(NOTE THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE OF VENUE.) 

Willing to help set up, clean up, arrange florals,  
serve as a hat contest judge or assist with other tasks? 

 Christine, Picnic Chair, will find a spot for you! 

Christine: gochristine@me.com or 919.360.3761 

https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=3829+millard+whitley+rd.+chapel+hill,+nc+27516
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=3829+millard+whitley+rd.+chapel+hill,+nc+27516
mailto:gochristine@me.com
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=3829+millard+whitley+rd.+chapel+hill,+nc+27516
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=3829+millard+whitley+rd.+chapel+hill,+nc+27516
mailto:gochristine@me.com


Club News
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Chapel Hill Garden Club 
2018 Membership Renewal 

 

Date_______________________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                               
Address ___________________________________City _____________________ State _______ Zip __________ 
 
Home _____________________ Cell _____________________ Email _________________________________ 
(Please circle preferred phone number) 

 
Please fill out and BRING TO JANUARY OR FEBRUARY MEETING or MAIL TO CLUB TREASURER, Joan O’Brien. 
Write a check for $45.00, payable to the Chapel Hill Garden Club 

Our membership year runs from January 1 through December 31. Dues are payable by February 28th.          
(Membership Dues are $20.00 for those joining from September to December.)   
                                                                                                                                                           
CH Garden Club  
Joan O’Brien 
PO Box 10054  
Chapel Hill NC 27515-0054 
 

INTEREST: 
____ Community Service                                             ____ Landscape Design 
____ Floral Design Workshop/Flower Shows                     ____ Youth Garden Groups  
____ Horticulture                                                               ____ Other _______________________________ 
 

Would you like to help with the 2018 Spring Garden Tour? _______________ 

 

YOUR SKILLS: 
____ Accounting/Bookkeeping    ____ Historian/Archiving     
____ Computer Skills    ____ Hospitality    
____ Creative Writing    ____ Marketing                                                                      
____ Design: Floral/Horticulture/Landscaping   ____ Photography/Videography   
____ Fundraising            ____ Public Speaking  
____ Grant Writing           ____ Social Media                           
____ Graphic Design                                                                       ____ Web Design/Management                  
____ Other __________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                               
ARE YOU: 

____ Life Member, CHGC (30+ years) 
____ Perennial Member, CHGC (20+years)  
____ Flower Show Judge: Student, Accredited, Life, Master, Emeritus  
____ Master Landscape Design Consultant  
____ Certified Landscape Designer 
____ Master Gardener: Where certified? __________________________________Active? ______________________  
____ Are you a member of the North Carolina Botanical Garden? ____ Are you a NCBG volunteer? 

Time to renew!



How to Use Amaryllis as Cut Flowers

Planet Botanic

Longfield Gardens blog 
blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-to-use-amaryllis-as-cut-flowers/
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If you visit a high-end floral shop during the winter 
months, it’s likely you’ll see lots of amaryllis. Floral 
designers are crazy for these big-blooming flower bulbs, 
because the blossoms are bold, elegant and long-lasting. 

In the floral trade, the demand for amaryllis as cut 
flowers has been growing rapidly. Commercial producers 
have been quick to seize the opportunity, and it has 
stimulated a flurry of hybridizing. The result is an 
extraordinary range of exciting new flower styles and 
colors. 

Read on to learn how you can plant some amaryllis bulbs 
at home and grow your own supply of fresh-cut winter 
flowers! 

Amaryllis ‘Evergreen,’ ‘Magic Green,’ and ‘Sweet Nymph’ in an 
arrangement by Alicia Schwede from Flirty Fleurs.

4 Reasons  
to Grow Amaryllis as Cut Flowers 

1   Amaryllis flowers last just as long (or even longer) in a 
vase as they do when still attached to the bulb. 

2  Cutting stems before they bloom helps the bulbs 
conserve energy for future flowers. 

3  Amaryllis flowers are top-heavy and when they’re in 
bloom, it can be hard to keep the pot upright. 

4  Not everyone has a good place to display a bouquet of 
flowers that’s more than 2 feet tall!

Why not hop on this trend yourself?  

https://www.longfield-gardens.com/Amaryllis
http://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-to-use-amaryllis-as-cut-flowers/
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/Amaryllis
http://flirtyfleurs.com
http://flirtyfleurs.com
http://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-to-use-amaryllis-as-cut-flowers/
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The double variety ‘Nymph’ makes a lovely cut flower.

    Types of Amaryllis for Cutting 

All amaryllis look great in a vase, so choose the 

colors and styles that appeal to you. Some 
varieties naturally have shorter (or longer) 
stems, bigger (or smaller) flowers and earlier  
(or later) bloom times. The more bulbs you 
plant, the more options you’ll have for 
arrangements. Just three bulbs will yield 6 to 9 
stems and between 24 and 40 blossoms! 

Most amaryllis bulbs are grown in Holland or 
Israel. In recent years, South Africa and South 
America have also begun producing bulbs for 
export. With amaryllis now coming from two 
hemispheres, growers are able to deliver a 
continuous supply of cut flowers, almost year-
round.

L:  Six bulbs planted in a window box will give you many weeks of cut flowers. R:  These buds are the perfect stage for cutting.

January — February 2018 
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AMARYLLIS CONT. 

If you want amaryllis blooming in December, you need to plant bulbs from the Southern Hemisphere. They arrive eager 
to grow, and if started in October or early November, they should flower for the holidays. 

Bulbs from the Northern Hemisphere typically flower between January and March. The earlier you plant them, the 
sooner they’ll bloom. To get a succession of flowers, plant a number of different varieties and stagger the planting 
times. Learn more here: When Will My Amaryllis Bloom? 

For general planting and growing information, you may also be interested in reading All About Amaryllis or 6 Tips for 
Growing Amaryllis. 

Amaryllis ‘Evergreen,’ in an arrangement by Flirty Fleurs.

How to Display Amaryllis as Cut Flowers 

Amaryllis look fabulous no matter how you display them 
— combined with other flowers or on their own. 

If you plan to leave the stems relatively long, choose a 
vase with a heavy bottom. Clear vases work well for 
amaryllis, because they accentuate the long line of the 
stem. In fact, a clear glass vase works nicely even when 
you cut the stem very short. 

When and How to Cut Stems 

For the longest vase life, cut the stems before the flowers 
open. Wait until the first buds have puffed out and are soft. 

Use a sharp knife to cut the stem just an inch or so above the 
bulb. Amaryllis stems are hollow, so take care to support the 
stem as you’re cutting. Put the flowers in a tall, clean vase of 
room temperature water and then move the vase to a cool 
place for a few hours or overnight. Once the flowers have 
rested, you can recut the stems to whatever length suits your 
vase or arrangement. 

‘Sweet Nymph’

January — February 2018 

https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/When-Will-Your-Amaryllis-Bloom
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/All-About-Amaryllis
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/6-Tips-For-Growing-Amaryllis
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/6-Tips-For-Growing-Amaryllis
http://flirtyfleurs.com
http://flirtyfleurs.com
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/When-Will-Your-Amaryllis-Bloom
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/All-About-Amaryllis
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/6-Tips-For-Growing-Amaryllis
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/6-Tips-For-Growing-Amaryllis
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Always start with a squeaky-clean vase. Add floral food to the water, following proper dilution rates. (For an alternative 
to floral food, add 1 tsp sugar, 2 tsp lemon juice and 1 tsp bleach to a quart of lukewarm water.) 

Change the water in the vase twice a week. Always take a few extra moments to wash the vase and remove bacteria that 
can clog the stems. Then add water and fresh preservative. Over time, the bottom of an amaryllis stem will tend to split 
and curl. Re-cutting it each time you change the water will maximize vase life. 

As with all cut flowers, your amaryllis will last longer if you keep the flowers cool and out of the sun. At night, consider 
moving them into an even cooler area — just make sure there’s no danger they’ll freeze. 

When the flowers begin to fade, use scissors to nip off individual blooms and give other blossoms a chance to enjoy their 
own moment in the spotlight. 

Amaryllis bulbs are available for shipping from mid-October through December. Order a few extras this year and enjoy 
the fun of growing and arranging your own mid-winter bouquets! You’ll find our complete selection HERE. 

Amaryllis ‘Evergreen’ and’ Benefica’ with tulips, hellebore, fritillaria, heather and protea.

January — February 2018 

https://www.longfield-gardens.com/Amaryllis
https://www.longfield-gardens.com/Amaryllis
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A gifted pruner once told me we prune for our own needs; the tree 
knows exactly how to grow. This is true. The tree requires no instruction 
whatsoever as to how to grow, however, there are a few places where we 
can help our trees flourish. In pruning, we seek to help the tree do what 
it already knows how to do in a way that suits both our needs and the 
needs of the tree. 

For the health of the tree in the garden, we remove crossing branches 
and duplicating branches to create leaders for strong joints. A narrow 
crotch will collect debris which draws insects and disease. Crossing 
branches will rub against one another and cause wounds. Competing 
branches will suffer from lack of sunlight and eventually one will die 
back. Suckers and sprouts take strength from the tree. We want light 
and air movement through the tree for beauty and health. 

For our needs we prune for the pragmatic as well as the aesthetic. 
Before pruning, we must understand the nature of the tree. Is this tree vigorously growing or slow to grow? 
A vigorously growing tree will heal wounds more quickly and respond to cuts with redirected growth. 

Is the tree’s form upright, wide-spreading, weeping or a dense bush form? We can ask a tree that will 
mature to a height of 18’ to stay at 12’ with reduction pruning, however to ask that tree to be 8’ tall 
would be difficult. Selecting the right tree for the application is important. 

Pruning Primer:  Do Your Trees Look Like Cousin Itt ?

Why We Prune

Cousin Itt of The Addams Family TV show

When to Prune

Small cuts, under 1/4 inch, can be made at any time. For larger cuts it is best to prune in January, February 
or March, depending on your climate. You want to prune a few weeks prior to emergence as the energy of the 
tree is going up to heal the wounds. 

We also prune in July and August although it is more difficult to see the structure of the tree in leaf and care 
should be taken not to expose bark to the scalding of hot sun when removing branches. 

Consider the application. What do you need from the tree? Is there a sidewalk close by or an eave? Do you 
want to see through the tree from a window? Do you want open space for underplanting? 

Always begin with a vision. When we prune we are directing the energy of the tree. A larger project may 
take several years to complete. Never remove more than a third of the tree in a year. 

Where to Start

January — February 2018 

By Patricia Smyth 

essenceofthetree.com
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Above:  This photo illustrates a very common form of upright 
Japanese maple and identifies several ‘problems.’

R:  Illustrated here is the same tree will all ‘problems’ removed.

TECHNIQUES  

REDUCTION PRUNING to maintain or 
reduce the size of a tree 

DIRECTIONAL PRUNING telling the tree 
where to go, directing the growth ⏤ 

removing branches that are moving in an 
undesirable direction 

OPEN FORM AND LAYERED BRANCHING 
light for color and definition of detail, layers 
for a beautiful and graceful form ⏤ removing 

branches to create open space 

COUSIN ITT CONT. 

January — February 2018 
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Examine the tree’s form. Visualize what you hope to accomplish. You are aiming for balance, not symmetry. 
Equal weighting all around. You may achieve this by an unequal number of branching, but the overall 
appearance will give a sense of balance. If major pruning is to be done, think of it as a three-year-plan. This 
gradual pruning plan protects the tree from too much stress. 

How to Prune Japanese Maples

gardenwalkgardentalk.com

January — February 2018 



If you draw a line down the center between the trunks, you have an 
equal weighting, roughly. In the photo below left, more branches are 
on the right side, but the shape and weight of the branches on its left 
side balance it out. 

Next, get down on all fours and crawl under the tree. You start down 
below to remove the older, ground-touching branches. They must be 
removed to expose the trunk. Use a hacksaw or handsaw for the larger 
branches. Use a good set of pruners for the smaller branches. Make 
sure both are clean and sterilized in a bleach solution (one part bleach 
to nine parts water). Cut away any dead or wayward branches. By 
wayward, I mean straight, parallel, vertical, crossing or rubbing. After 
a few lower branches are removed, get up, step back and observe. Re-
visualize. Time to get your tree in balance. 

Go back under the tree again. Start removing on the other side from 
where you started. When balanced, start moving up the trunk to expose more of the tree and open up 
the composition. Think of this as art, because a properly trimmed tree really is an art. Take your time 
and think before cutting. Once a branch is cut, this tree will take a long time to fill in an improperly cut 
void. If you are not sure, stand up again, step back and imagine what it would look like with your next 
branch missing.

Planet Botanic
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PRUNING JAP MAPLES CONT.

gardenwalkgardentalk.com

TERMINOLOGY 

CROTCH where a new branch connects to a parent 
branch 

COLLAR is often visible swelling in a woody plant that 
forms at the base of a branch where it is attached to its 
parent branch 

NODE where new leaves and branches emerge 

LEADER the vertical stem at the top of a tree trunk 

TERMINAL BUD the buds at the end of a branch 

ALTERNATING LATERAL BUDS form in pairs across from 
one another on alternate sides at each internode

Before pruning

January — February 2018 

 After pruning
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https://www.precisiontreemn.com/tips/5-must-have-pruning-tools.html

Pruning not only helps keep your landscaping beautiful; it’s also necessary to promote tree growth and health. In order to 
do your best pruning, you’ll need the right tools to get it all done. 

1. PRUNING SHEARS (OR PRUNERS, CLIPPERS OR SECATEURS) These are probably the most-used tool when it comes to pruning 
shrubs, flowers, vines and small growth on trees. Pruning shears are hand-held and can cut branches and twigs up to 
¾ of an inch thick. There are three basic types of pruning shears: anvil, bypass, 
and ratchets. 

 BYPASS PRUNERS are the most popular of the three and act like scissors.  
 They are good for growing stems. 

 ANVIL PRUNERS feature a straight blade that uses a splitting action. They  
 work well for dry branches and stems. 

 RATCHET PRUNERS are similar to anvil pruners, but they feature a mechanism  
that cuts in stages. Ratchet pruners are good for those who don’t want to   
strain their wrists. GardeningProductsReview.com has an article on the   
best hand pruners complete with information on many different brands. 

2. LOPPERS Great for branches up to 2 ½ inches thick and are especially useful for 
pruning fruit trees, nut trees, and vines. This tool is really similar to a pair of hand 
shears but the blades are thicker and the handle is much longer. Loppers also come in 
anvil, bypass and ratchet styles. 

3. PRUNING SAWS The next in the pruning tool lineup. Most are capable of taking on branches from about 1 ½ to 5 
inches in diameter and are available in many different styles. 

4. HEDGE SHEARS Hedge shears are great if you have hedges, small shrubs, evergreens, or deadheading perennials. 
They can be used on any hedge shrub and cut branches up to 2 ¼ inches thick. 

5. POLE PRUNER To reach dead wood in trees or for light pruning, a pole pruner (tree pruner) is a must-have. Pole 
pruners can generally be used on any tree and can cut through branches up to 1 ¼ inch in diameter. The best part is that 
most pole pruners can reach 8 feet or more, eliminating the need for a ladder in many cases. So you get to keep your 
feet safely on the ground. It’s also important to note that there are electric pole pruners too. 

CARING FOR YOUR TOOLS 
Having the right tools isn’t any good if they aren’t kept in proper working order. Keeping them clean is a top priority. Not 
only can tree sap gum everything up, but tree diseases can spread from tree to tree. Carry a rag in your pocket to wipe 
down blades between uses, and if you’ve been pruning diseased branches, wipe down the blade with alcohol before 
moving on to another plant. 

Also, keeping blades sharp is very important. The Family Handyman has a great article with instructions on how to 
sharpen pruning shears and other garden tools. 

5 Must-Have Pruning Tools

http://gardeningproductsreview.com/best-hand-pruners/
http://www.familyhandyman.com/
http://www.familyhandyman.com/tools/how-to-sharpen-garden-tools/step-by-step
http://www.familyhandyman.com/tools/how-to-sharpen-garden-tools/step-by-step
http://gardeningproductsreview.com/best-hand-pruners/
http://www.familyhandyman.com/
http://www.familyhandyman.com/tools/how-to-sharpen-garden-tools/step-by-step
http://www.familyhandyman.com/tools/how-to-sharpen-garden-tools/step-by-step
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On a recent visit back home to Scotland this summer, my brother took us to a very interesting garden close to his home. 
Up a dirt track past grazing sheep and definitely off “the beaten track” lies Little Sparta, a rambling garden that was 
created by the Scottish artist and poet Ian Hamilton Finlay (1925-2006).   
Hamilton Finlay lived in many different places and led a 
very interesting life, but the garden and house were his 
home from 1966 until his death in 2006.  

Nestled in the Pentland Hills near Edinburgh, Hamilton 
Finlay integrates artistic elements such as stone, wood 
and metal with poetry and word play. In each area 
Hamilton Finlay thoughtfully uses the artwork to interplay 
with the environment. This is not a place where you go to 
admire unusual cultivars and general landscape design, 
but instead Hamilton Finlay uses some of his favorite 
themes such as the nature of the world, literature, the 
sea and fishing fleets and World War II to connect phrases 
and metaphors with the landscape.   

Stone paths, ponds, streams, garden rooms, stepping 
stones and stone installations fuse with the natural habitat 
to create a wonderfully relaxing and thoughtful setting. 
Little Sparta plays on the juxtaposition of the location of 
the garden to the city of Edinburgh, which is known as the 
Athens of the North. 

It really was a relaxing place to spend an afternoon, wandering the meandering paths, exploring the gardens, getting a 
bit lost and listening to the wind rustling through the carefully placed trees and the water trickling down the streams. 
As you progress up the hill above the tree line the views are spectacular. 

For more information visit:  www.littlesparta.org.uk. 

Text and photos by Mary Knierim

Hamilton Finlay garden, Little Sparta, Scotland.
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Thanks to Betsy Nininger and her wonderful helpers, we had a jolly time making floral arrangements at our November meeting. 
L:   Ann Willis. Center:  Debbie West and Gail Norwood R:  Mary McClure


