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Reflections 

I don’t know about y’all, but I’ve 
been having a FIERCE case of 
Spring FEVER. Practically had 
to chain myself to my desk 
chair to finish this issue. But 
along the way I encountered a 
bit of floral synchronicity that 
those of you who heard 
Stepheny Houghtlin’s talk last 
year will appreciate. 

I found the gorgeous cover 
photo in, of all places, an article 
published in The Guardian in 
March 1947. The author? 
Vita Sackville West!

COVER PHOTO: Hellebores corsicus; 
Hellebores orientalis
PHOTO BY: geishaboy500/flickr.com

INSIDE COVER: Hellebores ?
PHOTO BY: Sarah Ryanen
worldsendfarm.com/blog  
May 7, 2013.
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From our President

Editor’s Note

The real voyage of 

discovery consists 

not in seeking new  

landscapes, 

but in having 

new eyes.

~ Marcel Proust

For the article, see:  
www.theguardian.com/
lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/
2009/mar/20/gardens1

THANK YOU

Christine Ellestad, 
Ty Elliott, Margy King, 
Karen Lazarus, Daphne 
McLeod, Betsy Nininger, 
Darlene Pomroy, Vicki 
Scott and Sue Tiedeman 
for your submissions.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/geishaboy500/100028091/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/geishaboy500/100028091/
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gardening-blog/2009/mar/20/gardens1


Contact Info

 * Field Trip:  Please email Vickie Hoffmann for details:  victoriahoffmann@mindspring.com  

 Floral Design:  Betsy Nininger:  bwnininger@yahoo.com  919.929.5956

 All Floral Design classes will be held at NCBG Classroom 2 (C107). 

 Members are welcome to visit & observe floral design sessions, but please email Betsy before you go.

 Seedbed: Karen Lazarus:  karunta@aol.com  919.240.7171

March

            11  Floral Design I.   1pm — 3pm
            18  Floral Design II.  1pm — 3pm 
            25  General Meeting:  What’s New for 2014, Margaret “Phil” Campbell. 
      9:30am — noon (We elect our Executive Board at this meeting.)
            26  Seedbed Program:  Shade Gardens, Sebastian Hamilton 
      & Stone Walkways, Dick Henry, 10am.

Events Calendar
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April
            TBA  Seedbed Program:  Bolin Creek Nature Walk, Mary Sonis. 
             3   Art in Bloom: FRANK Gallery, 6pm — 8pm

            8  Floral Design II.  1pm — 3pm
           13 - 15  The Garden Club of NC Annual Meeting, Winston-Salem, NC.

           24  Field Trip:  Anna Berry’s Open Garden, 10am. *
           29  General Meeting:  Forward the NCBG, Dr. Peter White.
      9:30am — noon

March — April 2014

mailto:bwnininger@yahoo.com
mailto:bwnininger@yahoo.com
mailto:karunta@aol.com
mailto:karunta@aol.com
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SHADE GARDENS & STONE WALKWAYS
Wednesday, March 26, 2014 
The Unique Plant
10am — NOON 

   The Seedbed

BOLIN CREEK NATURE WALK
TBA
Bolin Creek, Chapel Hill
10am — NOON 

SEBASTIAN HAMILTON of The Unique Plant 
will give us a tour of this spectacular 
nursery while sharing his vast 
knowledge on shade gardens.

Following his talk, DICK HENRY will show  
us the stone walkways he installed at 
The Unique Plant and discuss 
hardscape design.

Intrepid naturalist, MARY SONIS will share 
the history of Bolin Creek, along with her  
extensive knowledge of the plant and 
animal life along Bolin Creek.

March Mugs

Last March we celebrated Spring by asking 
everyone to bring a mug full of flowers to be 
placed on the tables. It was such fun. 
28 members participated! 

So we’re repeating this whimsical event. 
Let’s overwhelm the space with color and the 
fragrance of Spring, heaven knows we need it. 

PLEASE print your name on a card and place it in 
front of your mug by 9:45am.

In their Workshop One Floral 
Design session taught by 
Betsy Nininger, Club 
members Donna Worcester, 
Maria Beal, Kay Irish, Sue 
Tiederman and  Penny 
Thompson created a 
Crescent Design.

This design featured pink 
throughout, using Calla 
Lilies, Alstromeria, Roses 
and Carnations. Israelie 
Ruscus invented the 
Crescent Line. 

Join the fun —
take a 
Floral       

Design Class
from our 
very own

Betsy
Nininger

Crescent Design by Donna Worchester
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Floral Design

There is still time —

 for members to sign up 
 to do an arrangement, 
 either solo or with a partner.*

Art in Bloom ~ A First with 

*

For those growing Amaryllis for the Bulb Challenge 
occurring at the March meeting — please bring your pot 
to the meeting by 9:30am so we can get them arranged. 
Sorry, only those with blooms are eligible. 

Print your name on a card and place it at the base of 
the pot. Bulb stems should be staked to best show off 
the flowers. The staking should be as invisible as is 
possible. 

Place the stake behind the flower against the stem and 
tie with a bit of fishing line. 

Bulb Challenge

Art in Bloom is happening at The FRANK Gallery 
on Franklin Street. This glorious spring celebration 
showcases floral designs by our club members, each 
displayed next to the work of art that inspired it.

On MARCH 11, from 11am until 6pm, participants will 
be selecting the Art they wish to interpret. On APRIL 3RD, 
the floral designs will be installed. From 6 — 8pm that 
evening, the entire membership is invited to attend the 
reception for this event. 

*Call or email Betsy Nininger if you want to be included.
Directions and parking will be provided.
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Tuesday, March 25
9:30 am — noon

Featuring
Margaret “Phil” Campbell

Can’t decide what’s best for your yard?

  WHAT’S NEW FOR 2014, PLUS TRIED & TRUE

March — April 2014

Phil Campbell has been growing plants at Campbell 

Road Nursery for more than 20 years: first, as an 
employee and, since 2003, as owner. She primarily 
contract-grows plants for landscapers at the wholesale 
center, but also grows a large variety of annuals and 
perennials for local customers at the retail center. 

Phil has received many awards. Among them, the 
North Carolina Flower Grower Association’s North 
Carolina Grower of the Year in 2005, and the North 
Carolina Nursery & Landscape Association’s Libby 
Wilder Award in 2008.

Ms. Campbell, owner of Campbell Road 
Nursery in Raleigh, will discuss new plant 
introductions and the old standbys which 
thrive in our North Carolina gardens.

We vote for our Executive Board at this meeting:

Our Nominating Committe, Ty Elliott, Darlene Pomroy, Vicki Scott & Lynn Gschwinn, have developed a slate of Executive 
Officers. These positions have a one year term. The slate for next year includes both seasoned and newer members.  

BETTY JEAN (currently Recording Secretary): PRESIDENT. 
CHAR THOMANN (currently our Tour Chair): FIRST VICE PRESIDENT. 
KAREN LAZARUS (currently Chair of Seedbed): SECOND VICE PRESIDENT. 
DONNA WORCESTER: RECORDING SECRETARY. 
MARY ARNOLD: CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
ANNA DECONTI: TREASURER. 
ANNE MONTGOMERY: COUNCIL & DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE. 
DARLENE POMROY, currently PARLIAMENTARIAN, is running to remain in her position.
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Tuesday, April 29
9:30 am — noon

Featuring
Dr. Peter White

Discover what the future holds 

FORWARD THE NCBG

March — April 2014

Peter White directs the University’s North 

Carolina Botanical Garden. The Garden 
became one of the first gardens to enact 
policies aimed at lowering the risk of 
release of exotic pest organisms in 1998 and 
was presented with a Program Excellence 
Award in 2004 by the American Association 
of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta. In 2009, 
the Garden opened the Education Center, 
a 29,000 sq ft facility that was the first 
state-owned building in North Carolina to 
achieve a Platinum LEED rating.

Peter White serves on the Boards of the 
North Carolina Plant Conservation Program, 
the Center for Plant Conservation and 
Discover Life in America.

for the North Carolina Botanical Garden, 
the Children’s Wonder Garden, the Entry 
Garden, and the behind the scenes 
activities from the Director of the NCBG.

http://www.unc.edu/depts/ncbg/
http://www.unc.edu/depts/ncbg/
http://www.unc.edu/depts/ncbg/
http://www.unc.edu/depts/ncbg/
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Every member can be a Garden Guide. 
It’s fun and every member can do it! 
If you’ve not yet signed up:
DIANE STATON 919.933.1340 djones.staton@gmail.com

Every member can sell tickets.
Tickets will be distributed at the March meeting.
 
Sell the first ticket to yourself.  
If you need more tickets 
or cannot attend the meeting, we’ll deliver:

BONNIE OLBRICH 919.363.8191 bonnieo7@aol.com

DEBBIE WEST 919.929.1041 dswest77@gmail.com

Please return unsold tickets and money collected at the April meeting.

Distribute postcards.
Postcards will be available at the March meeting. 
Take a few and put them on the counter at your hairdresser,  
gym, favorite boutique or garden center, etc.

Help us spread the word.  
We know from the survey taken at the 2012 Tour  
that word-of-mouth is the most effective means 
of publicity for our Tour.

• Does your neighborhood have a website 
or newsletter that will accept an 
announcement about the tour?  

• Do you have some high traffic area 
where placement of our postcards 

 would be effective?

Email contacts.
Please share our promotional blurb with 
your contacts: book clubs, past garden 
clubs, etc...

More ideas?  Be creative!

• Christine is putting a tour sign in her 
front yard where there’s a lot of 
pedestrian traffic.

• Diane is changing her signature line on 
her email to read “Don’t miss the 
Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour  
chapelhillgardentour.net”

The website is always open!  
Check it out:

chapelhillgardentour.net

It’s just around the corner !
We need 

EVERYONE 
to help in some way.

mailto:djones.staton@gmail.com
mailto:djones.staton@gmail.com
mailto:bonnieo7@aol.com
mailto:bonnieo7@aol.com
mailto:dswest77@gmail.com
mailto:dswest77@gmail.com
http://chapelhillgardentour.net/
http://chapelhillgardentour.net/
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Our Tour Sponsors

2014 Event Sponsor

http://www.imustgarden.com/

For active links to our sponsors, see our Tour web page: 
http://chapelhillgardentour.net/sponsors/

The Courtyard of Chapel Hill on 100 Marriott Way 
next to the Friday Center and across from 

Meadowmont has agreed to offer a block of rooms 
to our tour guests at group room rates for stays 

on May 2, 3, and 4. 

To get the group rate, please ask for the 
Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour Block. 

 King rooms and Queen rooms are both $114. 

For specific details and reservations, 
Call the hotel directly: 

919 . 883 . 0700 

Or Toll Free: 
800 . 321 . 2211 

www.marriott.com/rduch

Hotel Sales Manager, Erin Dale, 
will be happy to assist you. 

919 . 883 . 0701  
 edale@winstonhospitality.com 

http://www.imustgarden.com/
http://www.imustgarden.com/
http://chapelhillgardentour.net/sponsors/
http://chapelhillgardentour.net/sponsors/
http://www.marriott.com/rduch
http://www.marriott.com/rduch
mailto:edale@winstonhospitality.com
mailto:edale@winstonhospitality.com
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.
Jenene Smith, President

OFFICIAL CALL LETTER
The Annual Meeting of the Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc. 

April 13-15, 2014
Twin City Quarters

460 N. Cherry Street, Winston- Salem, NC   27101

"THE ART OF GARDENING"

Kathy Acton and the members of the Winston- Salem Garden Club Council are hosting the Garden Club of North Carolina's Annual Meeting 
in Winston-Salem, April 13-14, 2014.

The theme of this years's meeting is the "Art of Gardening" and during Monday's luncheon,  we will enjoy flower arrangements by Reggie 
Walser. After lunch there will be a tour of Reynolda Gardens with time for you to shop at Reynolda Village and don't forget to stop by the 
Garden Boutique. When you register, you will receive a marvelous surprise!

All members of the Board of Directors should attend and remember all garden club presidents are members of the Board of 
Directors. And all members of garden clubs are encouraged to attend. It is always fun to get together, get to know each other and exchange 
ideas.

Proposed Amendments to the By-Laws of GCNC and  the Registration Form for the meeting are attached to this letter and the 
Registration form is on line on the GCNC website:  www.gardenclubofnc.org.

SCHEDULE

   SUNDAY, APRIL 13

  1:00 -6:00      Registration    Hearn Foyer
  1:00 -6:00      Vendor Sales    Corpening Room
            12:30-1:15   Finance Committee Meeting   President's Suite
              1:15-2:15  Investment Committee Meeting  President's Suite 
  2:15-3:00 Trustees Meeting    President's Suite
  3:00-3:30 District Directors Meeting   Hearn C
  3:30-4:00 Awards Workshop    Hearn C
  4:00-4:30 Computer 102 Workshop   Hearn C
  6:00-6:30 Opening of 2014 Annual Meeting  Hearn Ballroom
  6:30-7:45 Youth Awards Banquet   Hearn Ballroom
  8:00  Executive Committee Meeting   Hearn C
 
   MONDAY APRIL 14

 8:00-11:30 Registration    Hearn Foyer
 8:00 -5:00 Vendor Sales    Corpening Room
 8:00-6:00  Flower Show    Piedmont Room
 8:45-11:45 Business Meeting    Hearn C and D
            12:00             Lunch With Reggie Walser     Hearn Ballroom
 2:45  Tour of Reynolda Village and Gardens
 4:30-5:00  FS Judges Meeting    Hearn C  
 5:30-6:30  Reception with Cash Bar   Hearn Foyer
 6:15  Line up for District Directors, Vice Directors, Council and Club Presidents
 6:30  Awards Banquet    Hearn Ballroom

   TUESDAY APRIL 15

 8:00  Business Meeting and Breakfast  Hearn Ballroom

http://www.gardenclubofnc.org
http://www.gardenclubofnc.org
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Hello everyone,

I sincerely hope you are enjoying your time in the CHGC and that you will want 
to renew your membership. Beginning in 1931, and continuing into the future, 
the CHGC aims to enrich your lives with meeting new friends; learning about 
horticulture, floral design, and environmental stewardship; and presenting you 
with interesting and meaningful opportunities to serve our community. 

The CHGC club dues for the 2014-2015 club year 
will continue to be $35. 

Please send your dues to:
Maggie Gaudet
573 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Please click the link below to print the application form. 
Fill it out and send it to Maggie along with your dues.

http://chapelhillgardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/2014-chgc-membership-
application-form.pdf

Thank you very much,
Christine Ellestad, President CHGC

RENEWING MEMBER 

Annual Dues

A committee made up of Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedeman, 
Mary Arnold and Elaine Norwood met with Freedom 
House intern, Rachel Stern, regarding her request for 
help in starting a veggie garden at Freedom House. 
We came away with a promise to have a spring planting 
session on March 3 at 10:00 am in the above-ground 
planter on their grounds. Mary Arnold agreed to be the 
liaison between the Freedom House staff and garden 
club. Rachel was going to poll the interest of staff 
members who would be the core of workers/waterers 
to continue the garden when Rachel left in June. 
We will see what results are after one spring planting 
season. The goal would be to interest the residents 
and staff.

  ~ Sue & Vicki

Our Community Outreach

New Member 
Opportunity!

Help Sarah Laish with 
our June Picnic planning.

Give her a call:
919.969.9200

http://chapelhillgardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/2014-chgc-membership-application-form.pdf
http://chapelhillgardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/2014-chgc-membership-application-form.pdf
http://chapelhillgardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/2014-chgc-membership-application-form.pdf
http://chapelhillgardenclub.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/2014-chgc-membership-application-form.pdf
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UNC	  CHANCELLOR	  AND	  HUSBAND	  ARE	  HONORARY	  CHAIRS	  
FOR	  THIRD	  ANNUAL	  CAROLINA	  MOONLIGHT	  GALA	  

NC Botanical Garden to host event celebrating sustainable living

UNC	  Chancellor	  Carol	  Folt	  and	  her	  husband,	  Dr.	  David	  Peart,	  are	  honorary	  chairs	  of	  the	  3rd	  annual	  Carolina	  
Moonlight	  Gala,	  scheduled	  for	  June	  7,	  2014,	  from	  7pm	  —	  11pm	  at	  the	  garden.	  

Chancellor	  Folt	  took	  office	  at	  UNC	  on	  July	  1,	  2013.	  She	  came	  to	  UNC	  from	  Dartmouth	  College,	  where	  
she	  served	  as	  interim	  president	  of	  the	  college	  and	  as	  Professor	  of	  Biological	  Sciences.	  Dr.	  Peart,	  who	  has	  
joined	  his	  wife	  in	  her	  move	  to	  Chapel	  Hill,	  also	  served	  as	  Professor	  of	  Biological	  Sciences	  at	  Dartmouth.

Peter	  White,	  the	  garden’s	  director,	  said,	  “The	  Carolina	  Moonlight	  Gala	  is	  a	  magical	  evening.	  All	  proceeds	  
go	  to	  a	  good	  cause,	  so	  join	  our	  friends	  and	  staff	  for	  an	  early	  summer	  party	  among	  North	  Carolina’s	  botanical	  
treasures.”

The	  gala’s	  theme	  is	  Celebrating	  Sustainable	  Living.	  Funds	  raised	  will	  support	  the	  garden’s	  mission:	  
to	  inspire	  understanding,	  appreciation,	  and	  conservation	  of	  plants	  and	  natural	  areas	  and	  to	  advance	  
a	  sustainable	  relationship	  between	  people	  and	  nature.	  

Gala	  guests	  will	  enjoy	  delicious	  local	  food	  and	  drink	  served	  by	  Chapel	  Hill	  Catering	  Company,	  a	  live	  band,	  
as	  well	  as	  a	  silent	  and	  live	  auction.	  	  The	  event	  will	  showcase	  the	  garden’s	  Platinum	  LEED	  Education	  Center	  
and	  its	  surrounding	  gardens	  of	  native	  plants	  in	  full	  spring	  bloom.

Tickets	  are	  $125	  per	  person	  and	  will	  be	  available	  for	  purchase	  at	  http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight/	  
beginning	  in	  April.

The	  NC	  Botanical	  Garden,	  a	  unit	  of	  The	  University	  of	  North	  Carolina	  at	  Chapel	  Hill,	  has	  been	  a	  leader	  in	  
native	  plant	  conservation	  and	  education	  in	  the	  southeastern	  United	  States	  for	  more	  than	  40	  years.	  

For	  more	  information,	  visit:	  http://ncbg.unc.edu	  and	  http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight/.

Save the Date
June 7, 2014

http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight/
http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight/
http://ncbg.unc.edu
http://ncbg.unc.edu
http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight
http://ncbg.unc.edu/carolinamoonlight
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Member Spotlight

Club member Jane Wait died on January 11. Jane loved 
flowers so much that each time she picnicked, she brought 
along a floral centerpiece. And whenever she and her husband 
John flew across country to visit their daughters, Jane always 
brought them flowers. She even made sure to get flowers for 
the bedroom she and John would be staying in.

With such an eye and desire for beauty, it’s no wonder that 
Jane was a 30+ year Life Member of our club, a member of 
Piedmont East Judges Council and an Emeritus Master Flower 
Show Judge in The National Garden Club. 

Jane Wait

Ty Elliott

Since Ty joined our club in 2005, she has been one active 
member. She’s been our President, Parlimentarian, Chair 
of the Ways and Means Committee, Chair of the Spring 
Garden Tour Gala, Nominating Committee Member, and 
most recently, Chair of the Nominating committee.

As the Head of Landscaping and Board Member for her 
1400 member homeowner association, Preston Community 
Association located in Cary and Morrisville, she directs a 
crew in maintenance of: 

• 1 million square feet of turf
• 80 brick entrance monuments
• 2 parks with ponds
• Over 40 seasonal annual flower beds

See how she helped transform Preston Ponds Park.

AFTER, 1 year later. 

See what clearing scruffy vegetation 
and installing a new bridge can do!

BEFORE at Preston Ponds Park,  August 2012.
Notice how overgrown and uninviting the area is.

⇣
⇠
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Planet Botanic

This horse is twice the size of a normal horse and is part of a tableau that includes another horse, sheep, 
an Akita dog, and an old man planting a tree.

Mosaiculture — Incroyable !
By Ruth Campbell

Once every three years, in a major city, there is an international competition in horticultural 
sculpture, called "Mosaiculture." 

This past summer it occurred in Montreal. This is not topiary, but rather sculptures created out 
of living plants. The greatest horticulturalists in the world, from 20 different countries, submitted 
plans a year in advance. Steel armatures were created to support the works (some 40 feet high); 
they were then wrapped in steel mesh and filled with dirt and moss and watering hoses. They 
ordered 3 million plants of different shades of green, brown, and tan from greenhouses all over 
Quebec. In late May, the horticulturalists came to Montreal and planted all of their plants in the 
forms at the Montreal Botanic Gardens. There were 50 major sculptures along a path two miles long. 

OOH-LA-LA !

Check out this link for more photos from the event:

www.myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/
mosaiculture-exhibition.html

http://www.myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/mosaiculture-exhibition.html
http://www.myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/mosaiculture-exhibition.html
http://www.myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/mosaiculture-exhibition.html
http://www.myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/mosaiculture-exhibition.html
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Planet Botanic

A crazy quilt of an idea — wrapping a tree in colorful knitted panels caught the attention of 
folks in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. Artist Carol Hummel’s "Tree Cozy” project took the ordinary 
and made it extraordinary.

She spent 500 hours crocheting bold, brightly colored panels to cozy the trunk and branches of 
a tree in front of City Hall.  In the dead of winter during tough economic times, the cozy 
brightened the spirits of people of every age, ethnicity, and economic level.  From 2005 
through 2008, the cozy remained there. 

Later, as Artist-in-Residence in Cleveland Heights, she expanded her idea to include volunteers 
who helped her crochet cozies for 200 parking meters, 15 light poles, and 5 trees. Their work 
tapped into a deep reservoir of kindness, curiosity, and community appreciation. Seeing color 
in these unexpected places energized the community even as it tickled its funny bone. One 
passerby told her, “Your projects have changed the entire energy in our neighborhoods; people 
are so much happier when they walk down our streets. Everyone is smiling.”

Here’s a novel way to explore the landscape!

Fearrington Tree Cozies

The Origins of Yarn Bombing
By Barbara Clare
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The Chapel Hill Garden Club
PO Box 10054
Chapel Hill, NC  27515

CLIPPINGS 

Don’t be a wallflower...
Spring into spring —
VOLUNTEER for our Tour !


