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Reflections 
Editor’s Note

Hi all,

I’ve incorporated the latest greatest ideas from members into this issue. Gus St. John thought 
it would be helpful to have a boxed list of our upcoming events to enable us to print the info 
for quick reference. See “Jan/Feb 2013 Events” on page 7. Gail Norwood suggested including 
member announcements about important events in our lives as another way for us to get to 
know one another. See Member Spotlight on page 11. So for future issues, please send me 
your watershed news. Anna Berry and Ty Elliott’s fun and handy garden tips are on page 12. 

Make sure to check out page 10 for Vicki Scott and Sue Tiedeman’s piece on our four 
community projects. And always a big thanks to Daphne McLeod for her wonderful photos 
that knit each issue together. 

Visited a beautiful garden in the past year? Please send me photos and a description of your 
experience there.  bclare@chroma7.com

~ Barbara Clare

CHGC is like The Layered Garden.
From our President

In December, I bought David Culp’s 
new book, The Layered Garden − 
Design Lessons for Year Round 
Beauty from Brandywine Cottage. 
Timberline Press. Gardeners strive 
for a succession of plant 
combinations (or layers) that will 
catch the eye year around. For our 
benefit, to achieve a layered look, 
Culp’s new book provides tips and 
techniques used at Brandywine 
Cottage in Downington, PA. Rob 
Cardillo’s photographs enhance 
this well presented book.  

It was the title, The Layered Garden, 
that made me think of the CHGC; 
the extensive layering we have been 
doing these last few years. Our 
concerted effort to grow a diverse 
new membership will insure the 
garden club’s future. (At last count 
we are now 133 strong.) After years 
of printed and mailed newsletters, 
our online newsletter, Clippings, has 
brought new interest and energy to 
the club. We now enjoy expanded 
content and great colored 
photographs of both our serious 
activities and our shenanigans. 

We’ve become a google group (not without 
tutorials) and in September 2012 we joined 
the Chapel Hill Chamber of Commerce to 
strengthen and further our relationship with 
the community. We will continue getting to 
know one another over the 9:30 ‘meet and 
greet’ coffee time, the layering of new friends.  

Programming is the life force for our 
membership. The next two offerings will 
continue our education, one of the clubs 
objectives, as we continue to layer new 
information and expand our expertise. I don’t 
know about you, but I am happy as a student, 
my pencil and paper in hand to jot down the 
program highlights.  After the January 
program, given by the owners of the famous 
Pine Knot Farms in Clarksville, VA,  you will 
want to drive up to visit Pine Knot. The Tylers, 
wonderful people, know all there is to know 
about hellebores, a plant we can all grow in 
our gardens. I still regret leaving behind in my 
Governors Club garden Pine Knot hellebores, 
and all the subsequent seedlings that appear. 

It has been some time since Taimi Anderson 
brought us a program, but she was listed as 
the favorite program the year she last 
lectured. A beautiful speaker and writer, this 
knowledgeable landscape architect lectures 
extensively. Perhaps you have read her articles 
that appear often in The Carolina Gardener. 
Taimi is generous with her vast knowledge, 
and a must to have at your side on a garden 
tour. I speak from personal experience.

~ Stepheny Houghtlin

I don’t know how you would 
describe the layering effect of 
belonging to the garden club. 
Certainly mine embraces all of you. 
My life has been enriched by your 
friendship, talent, generosity, 
dedication and loyalty in belonging 
to the club. The genius of our 
endeavor has to be the volunteer 
aspect of giving time and talent to 
our shared garden club life. Thank 
you one and all for your efforts. 

Looking forward to the New Year!  
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Thank you

Our November speaker, Margaret 
Pender, owner of Victoria Park Florist, 
gave us lots of useful tips for holiday 
floral design. AND she gave the club 
all of the gorgeous arrangements that 
she and her niece, Victoria Rose, 
(below left) made that day.

Margaret  Pender

 
 Check out 

Victoria Park Florist in Timberlyne Shopping Center:  

1129 Weaver Dairy Road, Chapel Hill  919.967.9394

Good enough to eat.

Talk about dressing 
for the occasion !!

Jesse McIntyre,
1976 Life Member,

was certainly 
in the color groove

 that day!

C
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Garden Club Events

Hellebores in the Garden
January 29, 2013

General Meeting 
NCBG Reeves Auditorium

10 am

Featuring 
Dick & Judith Knott Tyler

Owners, Pine Knot Farms
Clarksville, VA

   Check out their book  ☞

A family owned nursery, Pine Knot Farms has been 
providing plants for shady gardens since 1983. 
Dick and Judith have sought the best Hellebore stock 
with growers in the US, Europe, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and the Balkans. They were featured 
on a couple of TV segments of Martha Stewart Living.

AHS Book of the Year
Available on Amazon



Garden Club Events

Time & Change in the Garden
February 26, 2013

General Meeting
NCBG Reeves Auditorium

10 am

Featuring 
Taimi Anderson

Owner, Taimi Anderson Landscape Design

Taimi Anderson is a practicing landscape architect as well as lecturer and writer on gardens and garden design. 
Her landscape design practice focuses on residential work, with emphasis on informal and naturalistic designs. 
She has designed gardens in the Chicago area, Wisconsin, .Minnesota, and North Carolina. She obtained a 
Master’s Degree in Landscape Architecture from the North Carolina State University School of Design.

Anderson was the founding Coordinator of Education for the Sarah P. Duke Gardens and was Chair of the Duke 
Gardens' Board of Advisors. She was the recipient of the Duke Gardens' Gehman Volunteer Achievement 
Award, and was honored by the establishment of the annual Taimi Anderson Lecture.
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Jan/Feb 2013 Events
 January 15   January Field Trip

January 22   New Member Coffee*
January 29   General Meeting
February 26  General Meeting

Floral Design Workshops**
Design 1  January 15  10am — noon
Design 2  January 18  10am — noon
   —  NO February Dates — 

Design 1   March 12  10am — noon
Design 2  March 19  10am — noon
Design 2  April 9  10am — noon
Design 1  May 14  10am — noon

*All new members who have joined from February 2012 to the present are 
invited to attend this informal and welcoming event. Please save the date and 
look for an email invitation from the Membership chair, Jinny Marino. This 
year, Sarah Laish is hosting the New Member Coffee at her home at 2pm.

**All members are welcome to visit & observe floral design sessions, 
but please email Betsy Nininger before you go.
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The Garden Club 
has an adventure in mind for you.

 

Carla Chamblee, Field Trip Chair, 
invites you to join her 

on our  
January 15 Field Trip.

We have a 10am appt. at JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh.
Please meet at NCBG at 9:15am to organize carpooling.

Waterproof shoes are a must. 
$5.00 per person tour fee

Contact Carla Chamblee
828.387.1627

chambleec@alumni.unc.edu

LIPPINGS      8
January — February 2013

C

mailto:chambleec@alumni.unc.edu
mailto:chambleec@alumni.unc.edu


Garden Club News
Spectacular Talent in our Midst 
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Ruth Moleski’s design was inspired by Paul Cezanne’s Fruit and Jug on a Table. It captures the play of 
color of the painting’s fruit — golden tones at the edge to deeper reds as you move into the painting. 

Jinny Marino interpreted Still Life with Arum Lilies and Fruit by Stanton MacDonald-
Wright. In her words: "I wanted to honor the artist's choice of plant material and 
color palette, but do it in a more modern way."

Our very own Ruth Moleski, Jinny Marino, and Betsy Nininger were invited to interpret selected works in NC Museum’s 
“Still Life Masterpieces” exhibit with floral designs. Ruth exhibited her arrangement in October, Jinny exhibited hers in 
December, and Betsy’s arrangement will be on view January 8, 9, 10. For photos of the designs and viewing schedule:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ncma/sets/72157631882951437/

Stay TUNED
for Betsy’s 

impressionistic 
interpretation of
Dead Birds and 

Hunting Equipment
 in a Landscape.
By Jan Weenix

Make sure to visit Betsy’s work at the NC Museum Jan. 8, 9, or 10.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ncma/sets/72157631882951437/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ncma/sets/72157631882951437/


Garden Club News
By Vicki Scott & Sue Tiedeman
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A New Year for our Community Projects

L: Community Garden Crew in front of Franklin Street planter. From left: Caroline Scott, (unknown person behind shovel), 
Linda Rodriguez, Nina Comiskey, Sally Leinicke, Trish Lauer, BJ Vogel(front) R: Franklin Street Planter

As 2013 arrives, a soft, soaking rain, 
much needed by all our gardening 
projects, descends on Chapel Hill with 
a promise of a blooming spring. Our 
Club has continually aspired to the 
beautifying of our town and although 
the next two months are considerably 
quiet, it is the time for plans now.
               
Our four on-going projects are doing 
well under the care of our leaders. 
Each of our garden projects has 
received and planted some of the 25 
free azalea bushes we were awarded 
from WRAL. 

The three downtown planters cared for 
by Nina Comiskey and Linda Rodriguez 
have prospered and we anticipate that 
come the warm spring days, they will 
be a touch of beauty to Franklin Street. 
They have been watered and weeded 

by eight dedicated volunteers. The 
Club continues to receive praise and 
thanks from passersby for helping 
beautify our town. 

Char Thomann continues her loving 
care of the entrance to the Stratford 
House. From our observation the folks 
who reside there appreciate and enjoy 
the gardening efforts. Spring will bring 
bright colors to the door steps and 
smiles to their faces.

Phoenix Place, the Habitat community 
off Rogers Road is growing in leaps. 
Peg Pratt keeps track of the families 
moving in and supplies them with 
gardening tools. Also in late fall, 
several volunteers joined in the 
landscaping of these houses 
when the azaleas were planted. Since 
its inception, Phoenix Place has 43 

sets of garden tools from CHGC.

Lastly but not least is Freedom House. 
Vicki and Sue have transformed their 
entrance sign and the multi-floral 
garden by their Out-Patient Office. As 
the warmer weather nears, seasonal 
flowers will be added. As chairs of 
Community Service Projects, Sue and 
Vicki offer a big thank-you to all the 
leaders and helpers. 

Looking to contribute 
& 

have some fun?

Join these groups 
when the call is out!



Babies

Member Spotlight

Anna Berry and Daphne Little became 
grandmamas for the first time. Anna’s 
grandbaby, Peyton Gilreath, was born on 
September 25. See photo on right.

And Daphne’s Ian Zachary Little was born in 
Cary, NC on September 9.

Anniversaries
On October 14, Gail Norwood and her husband 
Mike (photo on right), celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary in a big way. For the whole 
story and more fabulous pics, check out their 
daughter’s blog:
http://www.barefootmephotography.com/
2012/10/25/celebrating-40-years/

Barbara Clare and her husband Ray went on an 
“Art Anniversary Tour” to celebrate their 25th. 
Details on page 11. 

Deaths
Club member Mary Jane Burns 
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Treasurer’s Report

Through 12/3/12

     Balance as of 11/2/12	
 	
 $22,502.52
     
     2nd Vice President	
 	
       126.89
     Community Service	
 	
        303.52
     Historian	
 	
                       13.80
     Council/District Rep	
 	
          30.00
     Stratford House	
                       52.92
     Newsletter	
 	
 	
          16.28
	
 	
 	
     
    BALANCE	
 	
           $21,959.11

http://www.barefootmephotography.com/2012/10/25/celebrating-40-years/
http://www.barefootmephotography.com/2012/10/25/celebrating-40-years/
http://www.barefootmephotography.com/2012/10/25/celebrating-40-years/
http://www.barefootmephotography.com/2012/10/25/celebrating-40-years/


Planet Botanic
Tips from our members

Looking for garden inspiration?
Anna Berry delights in the daily garden photos from the Fine Gardening blog:

www. finegardening.com/blog/garden-photo

And Ty Elliott found this article about pruning from NC State especially helpful:

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/shrubs/text/pruning

 Are you 

MOVING or DOWNSIZING ?
Have nearly new garden tools that you no longer need?  Peg Pratt can add 
them to the tools the CHGC gives to new Habitat home owners. Several 
new homes will be completed this spring and tools are always needed.  

Please email Peg Pratt:  peg.pratt@yahoo.com

Membership Alert !
Email any changes in your contact info to our Membership Chair, 

★ Jinny Marino. ★
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                      If you have small items suitable for re-gifting as door 
                      prizes at our monthly meetings, please bring them to the 
                      January General Meeting and give them to Sarah Laish 
                      or Christine Ellestad. 
          

  Wish List

Thanks!

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/shrubs/text/pruning
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/shrubs/text/pruning
mailto:peg.pratt@yahoo.com
mailto:peg.pratt@yahoo.com


Go Outside

My husband Ray and I celebrated our 25th anniversary (November 9) with a trip to Beacon, NY, 
a lovely town in the Hudson River Valley. Our ultimate destination was Storm King Park, a 500-
acre sculpture park located across the Hudson from Beacon. Opened in 1960, Storm King now 
has over 100 sculptures gracing its fields, hills and woodlands. Ray and I were especially 
excited to see the stone walls that Andy Goldsworthy, a world renowned Scottish sculptor, 
designed and installed for the Park. We weren’t disappointed. My photos below show how 
Goldsworthy’s sinuous wall weaves through the woods and actually descends into a pond. 
The elegant surprise? The wall re-emerges on the pond’s opposite shore.

The photo above reveals “Wavefield” by American architect and sculptor, Maya Lin. Covering 
11 acres, this former gravel pit is now seven parallel rows of undulating peaks. Though inspired 
by the ocean, they echo the mountains surrounding them. To see how gorgeous the Park is in 
spring and fall, visit the Storm King Art Center site: www.stormking.org

By Barbara Clare

Storm King, New Windsor, NY
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Chapel Hill Garden Club
Dues Renewal

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR 2013 — 2014 DUES.

Please fill out this Membership Renewal Form. 
Please Print.

Write a check for $35.00.
Make it out to the Chapel Hill Garden Club. 
Mail it to our Club Treasurer: 

Maggie Gaudet
573  Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312

 No changes from last year? Check this box    and fill in your name only below:

 Changes from last year, fill in your name and areas that have changed below:

FIRST & LAST NAME_______________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________

TOWN & ZIP___________________________________________________

HOME PHONE_____________________________________________

CELL PHONE_______________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________

Do you qualify for any of the following?

____Life Member, National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc. 
____Life Member, The Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc.
____Life Member, The Chapel Hill Garden Club (30+ years)
____Perennial, The Chapel Hill Garden Club (20+years) 
____Master Flower Show Judge
____Accredited Judge
____Student Judge
____Landscape Design Consultant

☀ It’s that time again! ☀
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Executive Board 

Stepheny Houghtlin
President 
sfhoughtlin@aol.com                                          

Christine Ellestad
First Vice President 
gogirl@nc.rr.com
                              
Elena McKay 
Second Vice President 
oceanmky@aol.com                                

Betty Jean
Recording Secretary  
bettyjean@yahoo.com                                      

Kay Irish
Corresponding Secretary 
kayirishcp@aol.com                                    

Maggie Gaudet
Treasurer  
maggiemango@earthlink.net
                                                
Ty Elliott
Parliamentarian 
chris_tyelliott@msn.com

Hilda Patterson                                                 
Council/District Representative  
hhpatterson@bellsouth.net          

Board of Directors & Committees

Char Thomann 
Awards    
 
Gill Roberts                                                 
Becky & Brent Bulbs

Vicki Scott/Sue Tiedeman                                         
Community Service 

Carla Chamblee 
Field Trips

Betsy Ninninger              
Floral Design

Karen Lazarus                                                           
Garden Visits  
                                                         
Vicki Scott
Historian                                                              

Shirley Lindley 
Horticulture   

Debbie DiSabatino/Heidi Sawyer-Clark                                                   
Hospitality    

Jinny Marino         
Membership 

Barbara Clare             
Newsletter/Yearbook         

Judi Lilley                                                 
Nominating Committee                                     

Sheri Gant 
Tech Manager

Gus St. John 
Tech Support

Joined the Board in 2012

Elena McKay 
Second Vice President                                 

Betty Jean
Recording Secretary                                        

Kay Irish
Corresponding Secretary                                     

Maggie Gaudet
Treasurer  

Photo Credits

Anna Berry
Barbara Clare
Tony Goode
Jinny Marino
Daphne McLeod
Vicki Scott
Arnold Trachtenberg
Richard Tyler
www.ikea.com
www.ncartmuseum.org
www.ncsu.edu

mailto:bettyjean@yahoo.com
mailto:bettyjean@yahoo.com
http://www.ncsu.edu
http://www.ncsu.edu
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Daphne’s Snaps 

From L to R: Betsy Nininger, Carnation Cake by Victoria Rose, and Ty Elliott at November General Meeting. Lush plant worlds by Stepheny 
Houghtlin.


