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Reflections. . . 
Editor’s Note After my maiden voyage with             LIPPINGS, I’ve continued to fiddle with the look of the 

newsletter. With an eye to making the newsletter more readable, I’ve switched to the font 
I used in our Yearbook. Hope it works for you. I understand that some of you would like to 
print the newsletter, but have refrained because it would use too much of your color ink. 
I suggest you print it in Grayscale, which would be a black and white copy. And please note 
that all of the email addresses for those on our Executive Board are now included on page 11.

Thanks to Vicki Scott and Jan Dean for their contributions to this issue. And always a big 
thanks to Daphne McLeod for her wonderful photos. Without submissions from members, 
our newsletter would be pretty darn slim. So please send me your thoughts, ideas, articles, 
and questions. bclare@chroma7.com

Cover photo: Vibrunum opulus var. americanum - American cranberrybush (Adoxaceae) 
Title page photo: Prunus incisa - Fuji cherry (Rosaceae). 

~ Barbara Clare

“Everything had to be 
discovered from the 
ground upwards.”

From our President

I have in my hand a book called Garden 
Dreams, Illustrated & Edited by Ferris 
Cook. It was first published in 1991. 
All of the illustrations in the book are 
adapted from the covers of garden 
books published in the United States 
and England between 1894-1930. 

The beautiful illustrations are worth the 
price of the book, but the short writings 
from nine gardeners are exceptional too. 
It is a book I hold in awe because of the 
deep satisfaction it brings. I wish I could 
place a copy in your hands to have and 
hold too.

Included in the book is a short piece 
written by Marion Cran (1879-1942) 
called, If I Were Beginning Again. I had 
never heard of Ms. Cran, but research 
told me she had a garden, called 
Coggers, in Surrey, from 1910 until her 
death. She wrote a number of popular 
books on gardening and was the first 
gardening radio broadcaster in England. 

A quote from her writing...“More than thirty 
years ago I stood upon a sharp hillside looking 
bewildered upon some three acres of ragged 
scrub flanked with pine and bracken. It was 
dull and untidy...I approached what in the end 
was to become the master passion of life in a 
most airy not to say flimsy way. I knew 
nothing; radio did not exist, nor did the daily 
Press instruct the amateur from week to week 
with “now is the time to.” Everything had to be 
discovered from the ground upwards; people 
today are taught; I had to learn. Breathless 
delight and enthusiasm, strength and energy 
hand in hand with the blackest ignorance 
made in the end my garden there; a charming 
place too, but not nearly as wonderful as it 
would be now if Time would turn back and I 
might begin again.” 

Haven’t we all wished we could begin again in 
our gardens based on what we have learned 
the hard way, from “the ground up?” When I 
had the opportunity to create a new garden 
after a move from Chapel Hill to Durham, I 
consoled myself that in leaving the garden I 
loved, I would profit from my mistakes as I 
began anew. It didn’t occur to me that I would 
turn right around and made NEW mistakes 
equally as disastrous. (Knock Out Roses in 
gallon containers that outgrew their space in 
the corners of the boxwood parterres - who 
knew they grew into such large bushes.) 

Marion Cran wasn’t as lucky as we 
are today. The Chapel Hill Garden Club 
(1931-2012) has long inspired, taught 
and promoted gardening within its 
membership helping us to become 
better gardeners. 

~ Stepheny Houghtlin

C

We hope that this year’s club activities, 
set in the midst of gardening friends, 
meet the needs of a diverse
membership. I invite you to attend the 
monthly programs intended to educate 
and inspire, join in on a Community 
Outreach opportunity, sign up for the 
Floral Design offerings, take a field trip, 
visit a members garden when it is open, 
share the love of gardening in the 
coming CHGC year. 

Marion Cran writes, “I fell headlong into 
an enchantment from which I have 
never recovered.” Written so long ago, 
still we understand her heart. 
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Garden Club Events
Holiday Floral 
Arrangements

November 27, 2012
General Meeting

NCBG Reeves Auditorium
10 am

Margaret Pender
Owner, Victoria Park Florist

January 
Field Trip

JC Raulston Arboretum
                      

Tuesday, January 15, 2012
9:30 am  

Carpool Gathering @ NCBG

For info, contact: 
Carla Chamblee   919.918.3632
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Garden Club Events
Holiday Tea

December 11, 2012
2 — 4 pm

Note change of venue 

Home of Debbie West
Meadowmont

313 Circle Park Place
Chapel Hill, 27517

    Home     919.929.1041
     Cell         919.619.2590

As is our tradition, Debbie’s home will be decorated inside and out with floral 
arrangements created by our members. Look for the sign up book with all the 
design sites at our October and November Meetings. Sign up with a friend if you 
don’t want to tackle a design on your own. You will take your arrangement home 
with you after the Tea.

Everyone is asked to bring a sweet or savory treat for the tea table. Sign up sheets 
will be on the Hospitality Table at our October and November Meetings.

For more info, contact Debbie DiSabatino: 
debbiedisab@gmail.com

919.542.2438

Please carpool

mailto:debbiedisab@gmail.com
mailto:debbiedisab@gmail.com
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Garden Club Events

What is a SHARING TABLE ?
Our club’s SHARING TABLE was created 
for members to bring in garden-related 
items that other members could 
purchase. The cost is decided by the 
purchaser. 

Items could include perennials that 
have been divided from one’s garden, 
plants, seeds, gardening books, 
etc...You place your payment in a 
container on the sharing table...honor 
system. This monthly income is put into 
the club’s checking account.

Invite your friends & neighbors to check us out❀ ❀

Another Linda Curcio & Bitty Holton spectacular 
creation!



Garden Club News
 WRAL Azaleas — A Flower Coup!

Early Saturday morning, October 6, Don Tiedeman 
drove Sue and I to Raleigh. We were on a mission 
to pick up our 25 medium-height pink azaleas 
awarded to the Club for Community Service 
projects. These came from the Annual Azalea 
Celebration, sponsored by the radio station, WRAL. 

They give away hundreds of azaleas, grown from 
cuttings, to be used by non-profit organizations to 
improve our planet. Seventeen of these will go to 
Phoenix Place, the location of houses being built 
by Habitat in Chapel Hill. The remaining eight will 
be plant in the Downtown Planter, the Stratford 
and Freedom House.

 We are thankful to Tyler Momsen-Hudson, 
who oversees the construction and landscaping 
of Phoenix Place. He sent a pick-up truck to 
transport our bounty to Chapel Hill. 

Our Club continues its tradition to beautify 
our town and make this a better world. Our 
Community Service Projects further this vision.                                                                                      

vickis001@att.net            919.932.7691
                                                                                                       
stiedeman@nc.rr.com     919.933.4464

Field Trip to the Fair

A great time was had by this happy 
crew who visited the Flower House 
at the State Fair. It was a beautiful 
day to be entranced by gorgeous 
flowers!

From Left to Right:  
Sue Tiedeman, Vicki Scott, 
Penny Thompson, Beth Haskell, 
Carla Chamblee, Debbie DiSabatino, 
Anna Berry

By Vicki Scott
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mailto:vickis001@att.net
mailto:vickis001@att.net
mailto:stiedeman@nc.rr.com
mailto:stiedeman@nc.rr.com


To date, we’ve raised 
over $100,000 for the 
NC Botanical Garden. 

Our Roots Run Deep

By Jan Dean

NCGB Reeves Auditorium in the distance.
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In 1903, William Chambers Coker, the University's 
first professor of botany, began planting a ‘teaching 
collection’ of trees and shrubs on the central campus. 
This collection was to become the Coker Arboretum. 
Starting in the late 1920s, Coker and his student 
Henry Roland Totten, proposed a more complete 
botanical garden south of the main campus. 

Although some plantings were made by the 1940s,
it was in 1952 that the Trustees dedicated 70 
forested acres for botanical garden development. 
To this tract were added 103 acres of dramatic creek 
gorge and rhododendron bluffs, donated by William 
Lanier Hunt, a horticulturist and former student of 
Coker and Totten.

In 1961, Dr. C. Ritchie Bell was appointed the 
Garden's first director. The Garden's first public 
offering—its Nature Trails—opened on Arbor Day in 
April 1966.  The Garden's formative period coincided 
with a surge of interest in plants and conservation 
fueled by Earth Day celebrations and the 
environmental movement. The Garden's early era 
was characterized by limited resources and unlimited 
idealism and energy. Since those early days many 
dreams have come to fruition. 
 
For example, the Garden's administrative, research, 
and public education space, the Totten Center 
(named for University of North Carolina botanist 
Henry Roland Totten and his wife and past president 
of the Chapel Hill Garden Club, Addie), was opened in 
1976. 

Ever wondered how NC Botanical Gardens began, 
and how our Club’s relationship with NCBG 
has evolved over the years?

Join Jan for a history lesson...

Prior to 1976 our Club held its monthly 
meetings at a variety of local facilities 
including Davie Hall, the downtown 
Presbyterian Church, the University Baptist 
Church, the Episcopal Parish House, the 
Pharmacy Building on Church Street, the 
Community Room of the Orange Savings 
and Loan, and the Community Church.  
In 1976 our Club raised $2700 for the 
Botanical Garden Foundation (the 
fundraising arm of the NCBG) and began 
to have its meetings in the Totten Center.  

Our Dynamic Link 
with the NC Botanical Gardens
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Our Roots Run Deep 

In the 1990’s plans got underway for the NCBG 
expansion, we voted to support the fund for the 
proposed Education Center through profits from our 
Spring Garden Tours. To date we’ve raised over 
$100,000 for the Garden. 

In 2009 the Education Center, the first building on a 
UNC campus, the first state-owned building in North 
Carolina, and the state's first public museum and 
outreach center to earn LEED platinum status was 
dedicated and opened to the public. This wonderful 
facility is where the people of North Carolina and 
visitors from farther afield can listen to lectures, take 
workshops and classes, obtain information on 
sustainable gardening practices, and are introduced to 
the gardens and natural areas that make up the North 
Carolina Botanical Garden. And it’s in this gorgeous 
space that we hold our monthly meetings 
and store our Club’s records.

In the years since its founding, the Garden has acquired 
responsibility for four other major units: the Coker 
Arboretum, Mason Farm Biological Reserve, Battle Park 
and the UNC Herbarium. The lands of the Garden have 
grown to some 800 acres, not including a number of 
nature preserves held by the Botanical Garden 
Foundation (210 acres). Today the North Carolina 
Botanical Garden is nationally known for its 
conservation programs, educational collections, and 
diverse programs including native plant studies, 
botanical illustration, and horticultural therapy.

 
 Did you know that the NCBG:

   ◉      Displays 6 nature-themed art exhibits each year🌳

   ◉ Is home to the annual Sculpture in the Garden 
 Exhibit, now in its 21st year

   ◉  Counts membership to the Botanical Garden 
 Foundation at 2500 

   ◉  Receives 90,000 visits annually

   ◉  Has 200 active volunteers who contribute        
 8,000 hours annually

   ◉  Maintains and protects more than 800 acres         
 of University land

 Please consider a membership to this local, 
 state and national treasure. Find a spot to 
 get involved. I guarantee you won’t regret it!

 For more information on NCBG, see: 
 www.ncbg.unc.edu/

Our Dynamic Link 
with the NC Botanical Gardens, cont.

http://ncbg.unc.edu/
http://ncbg.unc.edu/
http://ncbg.unc.edu/
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Planet Botanic
'Natural Companions': Artful book shows perfect plant combinations

By Debra Prinzing
home@latimes.com
July 18, 2012

"Natural Companions: The Garden Lover's Guide to Plant 
Combinations," the new release from bestselling writer Ken Druse 
and artist Ellen Hoverkamp, rises above other books of its kind 
thanks to two elements: an authoritative, engaging narrative and 
botanical portraits that are nothing short of mesmerizing.

Using a large-format flatbed scanner, Hoverkamp has produced 
more than 100 botanical images with amazing depth, detail and 
color. She assembled the vignettes with a black background and 
scanned the plants as fast as she could before the just-picked 
petals, buds and blades had time to wilt.

You can open the book's pages to study Druse's advice for picking 
plants that will work well together in a patio container or a garden 
bed. But if you're like me, you will also gaze in awe at the almost 
three-dimensional quality of the luscious still-lifes.

The digital images can be seen in our photo gallery and are 
available as archival prints on Hoverkamp's website. You also can 
watch a video showing the scanning process.

The result is a hefty tome (256 pages) published by Stewart, 
Tabori & Chang. The 9-by-12-inch botanical prints are 
complemented by 100 plant and landscape portraits shot by 
Druse. These illustrate the many ways he (and fellow gardeners) 
organize their beloved plants in the garden by color, fragrance or 
foliage. Other design themes include grasses, edible flowers and 
regional growing conditions.

For an elegant and edible garden, 
Druse suggests, turn to members 
of the Solanaceae family, 
including the large green-red 
Japanese Black Trifele tomato, 
at left; Yellow Pear tomatoes, 
top left; purple Black Cherry 
tomatoes, top center; Juliette 
plum tomatoes, placed at three 
spots in the composition; 
and three types of eggplant: 
Italian Long, the pale Rosa 
Bianca and Ping Tung, a small 
Asian variety.

"It's a bit like a recipe book," Druse said. "Or like 
taking your color swatches to the fabric store.
I wanted to show people which plants will bloom at 
the same time and thrive in the same conditions."

mailto:home@latimes.com
mailto:home@latimes.com
http://www.myneighborsgarden.com/
http://www.myneighborsgarden.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQruMz4-nCk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQruMz4-nCk
http://www.abramsbooks.com/stc.html
http://www.abramsbooks.com/stc.html
http://www.abramsbooks.com/stc.html
http://www.abramsbooks.com/stc.html


Go Outside

On a rainy September morning a group of enthusiastic gardeners convened on Peaceful River Farm in 
Chapel Hill. This is the farm home of Lee and Larry Newlin where they are raising pest-free fruits and 
vegetables in a beautiful bucolic setting. Lee who is fully recovered from a bout with cancer in 2005 
credits her current health to the diet she encourages everyone to pursue in her cooking classes.

Three Club members — Char Thomann, Vicki Scott and Sue Tiedeman (see photos below), were fortunate 
to be among the group on this wet morning. We toured the farm, ate a delicious lunch prepared by Lee 
and departed with a huge bag of fresh produce grown on the farm. It was a delightful and informative 
experience. 

By Vicki Scott

A Field Trip to Remember
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Membership Alert !

Email any changes to your 

contact info to our 

Membership Chair, 

☆  Jinny Marino. ☆

Treasurer’s Report

Through 10/2/12

     Balance as of 9/4/12	
 	
 $22,962.00
     Historian	
 	
 	
                      8.22
     Garden Tour Website	
 	
          37.83
     PO Box Payment 	
 	
                     86.00

     TOTAL	
 	
 	
         $22,764.14
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Executive Board Officers

Stepheny Houghtlin
President 
sfhoughtlin@aol.com                                          

Christine Ellestad
First Vice President 
gogirl@nc.rr.com
                              
Elena McKay 
Second Vice President 
oceanmky@aol.com                                

Betty Jean
Recording Secretary  
bettyjean@yahoo.com                                      

Kay Irish
Corresponding Secretary 
kayirishcp@aol.com                                    

Maggie Gaudet
Treasurer  
maggiemango@earthlink.net
                                                
Ty Elliott
Parliamentarian 
chris_tyelliott@msn.com

Hilda Patterson                                                 
Council/District Representative  
hhpatterson@bellsouth.net          

Board of Directors & Committees

Char Thomann 
Awards    
 
Gill Roberts                                                 
Becky & Brent Bulbs

Vicki Scott/Sue Tiedeman                                         
Community Service 

Carla Chamblee 
Field Trips

Betsy Ninninger              
Floral Design

Karen Lazarus                                                           
Garden Visits  
                                                         
Vicki Scott
Historian                                                              

Shirley Lindley 
Horticulture   

Debbie DiSabatino/Heidi Sawyer-Clark                                                   
Hospitality    

Jinny Marino         
Membership 

Barbara Clare             
Newsletter/Yearbook         

Judi Lilley                                                 
Nominating Committee                                     

Sheri Gant 
Tech Manager

Gus St. John 
Tech Support

Joined the Board in 2012

Elena McKay 
Second Vice President                                 

Betty Jean
Recording Secretary                                        

Kay Irish
Corresponding Secretary                                     

Maggie Gaudet
Treasurer  

Photo Credits

Barbara Clare
Wouter Hagens
Ellen Hoverkamp
Daphne McLeod
Marilyn Noyes
Vicki Scott
Mark Weathington

www.leenewlin.com
www.ncsu.edu

mailto:bettyjean@yahoo.com
mailto:bettyjean@yahoo.com
http://www.leenewlin.com
http://www.leenewlin.com
http://www.ncsu.edu
http://www.ncsu.edu
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CLIPPINGS       
The Chapel Hill Garden Club
PO Box 10054
Chapel Hill, NC  27515

Daphne’s Snaps 

From L to R: Daphne McLeod & Louise Pariser know how to celebrate Halloween! Gus St. John and Sheri Gant checking out 
the sweets and savories at our September Fall Coffee.


