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Reflections 

As we open a new 
club year, we have 
lots to look forward 
to — renowned floral 
designer John Grady Burns, 
Karen Lazarus’ new 
Seedbed program offerings, 
the opening of another 
Floral Design class, our 
Holiday Tea and a field trip 
to a spectacular lily farm in 
Durham. And that’s just 
November and December!

On the Planet Botanic end of 
things...This past summer, 
our very own Anna Berry 
joined a tour of Vancouver 
gardens led by Mark 
Weathington of JC Raulston 
Arboretum. See pages 13 and 
14 for gorgeous images and 
highlights from that trip.

Our Forget Me Not 
committee has been 
renewed. See info on its
new developments on page 9. 

Cover & Inside cover photo:
Callicarpa americana

Common name: beautyberry
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From our President

Best wishes to each of you 
for a Happy Thanksgiving 

and a joyous, restful 
Holiday Season.

~ Christine

Rest ?

Fallen leaves of yellow, orange and red.
Are harbingers of winter, ‘tis surely said.

So, loosen the soil for next year’s garden
Lift bulbs to dry, lest they be forgotten.

New shrubs and trees are gently laid
Into the earth for summer’s shade.

Dry lavender, roses, herbs, and seeds
Empty pots - clean out those weeds.

Now the temperature dips and dives
But, oh, please rest - before spring arrives!

Editor’s Note
THANK YOU

Anna Berry, Christine 
Ellestad, Victoria 
Hofmann, Karen 
Lazarus, Katherine 
Livas, Daphne McLeod, 
Betsy Nininger, Ardith 
Pugh, Vicki Scott, Char 
Thomann and Sue 
Tiedeman for your 
submissions.



Contact Info

Field Trip:  Vickie Hofmann:  victoriahofmann@mindspring.com  919.918.7822

Floral Design:  Betsy Nininger:  bwnininger@yahoo.com  919.929.5956
All Floral Design classes will be held at NCBG Classroom 2 (C107). 
Members are welcome to visit & observe floral design sessions, but please email Betsy before you go.

Holiday Tea:  Katherine Livas:  klivas@embarqmail.com  919.923.3082

Seedbed: Karen Lazarus:  karunta@aol.com  919.240.7171

November 

 6  Seedbed Program:  How & When to Prune with Bryan Lowrance.  10am

          12  Floral Design I.  1pm — 3pm

          13  Field Trip:  Sarah & Michael’s Lily Farm, Durham.  1pm

         19  General Meeting: Evergreen Floral Demo & Auction, John Grady Burns. 
   9:30am — noon

Events Calendar

CLIPPINGS 4

December 

 4  Seedbed Program:  Making Grapevine Wreaths with Hilda Patterson.  10am

          10  Holiday Tea

November — December 2013
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    Field Trip

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, November 6 for a pruning session with Bryan Lowrance of 
Bartlett Tree Experts, Wednesday, December 4th to make wreaths with Hilda Patterson, and 
Wednesday, January 8th for our mushroom program with Anna McHugh. The November 6 event 
will be at Karen’s home, 235 Mt. Bolus Road from 10am until noon. The December and January 
events will be held at the Botanical Gardens from 10am to noon. We can accommodate 20 
people for each program. New members get first sign up privileges but regular members can 
take any available spaces left over.  

   The Seedbed

Karen Lazarus

Meet at NOON at NCBG 
to carpool. 

Contact: Vickie Hofmann
victoriahofmann@mindspring.com
919.401.2567

Plants will be available for purchase.
Cash or check only.

 Sarah & Michael’s Lily Farm 
Wednesday, November 13  

1pm

1927 Snowhill Road
Durham, NC
919.479.4983
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Tuesday, November 19
9:30 am — noon

Featuring
John Grady Burns

A native of Natchez, Mississippi, 
premier floral designer, John 
Grady Burns, has clients and 
fans around the world. He 
attributes his level of taste to 
the “Garden Club Ladies” of 
Natchez. “Not only do they 
appreciate and preserve beauty, 
but they promote it.” 

A graduate of Mississippi State 
University with a BS in Retail 
Floral Management, he had the 
pleasure of studying under 
Professor Emeritus Ralph Null.

Upon graduating he was invited 
to Washington, DC to help create 
floral designs for the White 
House, Blair House, and 
numerous ambassadors and 
foreign and domestic dignitaries.

His themed presentations have 
won numerous awards and 
gained him fame and praise 
across the nation.

E VERGREEN  

      CELEBRATE THE SEASON

Mr. Burns will create several 
evergreen floral arrangements 
which we will AUCTION at our 
meeting.

Mr. Burns’ gorgeous books, 
Personally Yours: Flowers for 
Weddings, Parties and Events, 
and Evergreen: Decorating with 
Colours of the Season will be 
available for purchase and book 
signing.

Guests* must have 
an advanced ticket 
purchased for $5.00 
from Ardith Pugh.
Limited number of 
tickets available.

*Non club members.

Please carpool.



Please carpool.
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holiday tea
Tuesday, December 10

2 — 4pm

Home of Debbie West 
Meadowmont 

313 Circle Park Place 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

919.929.1041

What better way to start the holiday season 
than with our club’s annual Tea. 

This year, Debbie West is again graciously 
offering her beautiful home for this event.

Get into the holiday spirit with us!

Our Holiday Tea celebrates the tradition of floral design.
Garden club members decorate our hostess’ home with floral arrangements. 

The design talent reflected among our membership is inspiring. 

Interested in creating a floral design for the occasion?
(Beginner designers are welcome to participate.)

Sign up at our October and November general meetings. 
A sign-up book indicating the design sites will be provided. 

After the event, you will be able to take your arrangement home.

Please bring a sweet or savory treat for the occasion.
Look for sign-up sheets at our October and November meetings.

For more information, contact:
 Katherine Livas: klivas@embarqmail.com

919.542. 6573
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      Interpreting Art 
          through floral design 
        is so much fun. 

Exciting News From Floral Design
Announcing:  Art & Flowers

GALLERY
has invited our club to 
celebrate the opening of 
a multimedia show by 
exhibiting OUR flower 
designs which will 
interpret selected works 
of art in that show. 

We will have a chance to choose 
the work of art we want to 
interpret and be part of Opening 
Night on April 5th. 

This is a “win, win” opportunity. 
The gallery wins because the 
public will flock to see flowers 
and art, and our club will win 
by getting great exposure. This 
wonderful venue will also 
promote our Spring Garden Tour. 
In fact, FRANK will be selling 
Tour tickets.   

All members are encouraged to 
take part in this adventure. You 
may team up with a partner if 
you wish. Sometime prior to the 
event, Jinny and Betsy will 
conduct a workshop where you 
can practice with the actual 
selected art piece. They will 
guide you through the thought 
process.

The floral designs should reflect 
what the art is saying to you, 
there is no right or wrong here.

There will be sign-up sheets at 
each meeting through March.

Hogarth Curve design by Betty Jean.



A New Year for our Community Projects

WOW!  
The community service volunteers have been busy this fall. To 
begin the season, the downtown planters were refurbished by 
Nina Comiskey and Linda Rodriguez and their crew: Anna DiConti, 
Linda Arnold, Mary Arnold, and Trish Lauer (non-GC member).

That was followed by a cold and rainy session at Freedom House, 
when intrepid Annie Dean helped Vicki Scott and Sue Tiedeman 
plant and mulch the entrance with lovely bright yellow pansies.

The Stratford entrance has progressed so well under Char 
Thomann that several plants had to be removed because they 
were crowding the area and this was done with the help of Char, 
Annie Dean, Vicki & Sue. The second work day was to add yellow 
and lavender pansies, mulch and fertilize and was attended by 
Char, Jane Sahadi, Peg Pratt, Elaine Norwood, Sue and Vicki.

Peg Pratt will be giving garden tools and gardening information to 
new owners of four Habitat houses at Phoenix Place this fall. 

Club News
By Vicki Scott and Sue Tiedeman

Community Service 
Calling.

Check in with us.  

Vicki Scott: 919.932.7691    
vickis001@att.net  

Sue Tiedeman: 919.933.4464   
stiedeman@nc.rr.com

Thank you 

volunteers,

for helping 

us with our 

projects.

Sue & Vicki
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L to R:  Elaine Norwood, Sue Tiedeman, Peggy Pratt, Char Thomann, Jayne Sahadi.

We like to share the “glow” we feel 
when a passerby downtown thanks us 
for adding beauty to the street or a 
client or employee at Stratford or 

Freedom House thanks us for showing 
we care. 

You could enjoy this feeling too if you 
volunteer next time the call is out.

If you would like to be notified when a member is in need 
so that you can lend a helping hand, then please call Jane 
and become a Forget Me Not “flower." “Flowers” will help 
with such things as giving rides to meetings or club-
sponsored events for members who are having ambulatory 
issues, bringing food to members who are sick, or sending 
a note or call of encouragement to members who are 
experiencing  a challenge.

Jane Lamm: 919.929.3060

Jane Lamm is our new Forget Me Not chair.



Honor/Memorial Ads 

...available for the Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour Ticket

Honor a mentor, friend, family member, 
or memorialize a special person 

with a submission of words and/or pictures 
in our Tour Ticket.

CONTACT:

Gill Roberts: gill_atlanta@hotmail.com  919.240.5959 

OR:

Christine Ellestad: gogirl@nc.rr.com  919.929.3013 

District 9 Meeting — Hosted by us!

Club News
By Christine Ellestad

Peter White, Director of NCBG, speaking at District 9 meeting.
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The District 9* Annual Meeting was 
held at NCBG on October 17, 2013. 
GCNC officers and eighty-one garden 
club members from District 9  
attended the event. Keynote speaker, 
Derek Smith, of NCDOT,  gave an 
informative lecture on the NC 
Wildflower Program and the Blue Star 
Highway Program. Peter White, 
Director of the NCBG, also spoke, as 
did the NCGC officers and several 
club presidents.

MANY THANKS to...

Linda Curcio for her gracious hospitality 
to the GCNC President and officers, as 
well as delegates from District 9. 

Heidi Sawyer-Clark for her leadership as 
District Director.

Nancy Adam, our club’s  District and 
Council Representative.

Jeanne Watkinson for her leadership of 
the Orange County Council (Heritage Hills 
GC, Colony Woods GC, Hillsboro GC and 
CHGC).

Debbie DiSabatino as Event Coordinator. 

Jan Dean for her gorgeous floral 
arrangement for the head table. 

Katherine Livas for collecting and 
distributing the President’s reports. 

Gill Roberts and Christine Ellestad, who 
served as Pages. 

* District 9 encompasses Caswell, Person, 
Granville, Vance, Warren, Alamance, 
Orange and Durham Counties.



Club News
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FALL IS BULB PLANTING SEASON.

If you are planning to plant bulbs 
this fall, please remember that you 
can also raise money for our club 

at the same time.

Go to: www.bloominbucks.com 
(with no 'g'). 

Select Chapel Hill Garden Club from the 
pull-down menu as the organization to 

support. Make your choice of bulbs from 
Brent and Becky's huge selection and 25% of 

your sale will be donated to the Garden 
Club. It costs you nothing extra and provides 
the Club with income to fund programs for 
members and support our outreach work.

Thank you for your support. 
Happy fall planting!

Questions? Contact Gill Roberts: 
gill_atlanta@hotmail.com 

919.240.5959 Brent and Becky’s Bulbs in The White Garden, Lewisboro, New York

It’s impossible to find a photo of Debbie in focus because she’s 
ALWAYS MOVING.

As Stepheny used to say, Debbie is like a swan that glides 
regally across a lake. But look below the surface and you’ll see 
another story — her feet paddling feverishly to move ahead. 

Debbie makes organizing events and hospitality look easy. But 
we all know it takes tremendous effort, talent and skill to 
accomplish what she so cheerfully does for us. 

The active feet of Debbie DiSabatino.

T H A N K   Y O U, Debbie, 
for doing a MARVELOUS job 

as Event Coordinator at the District 9 meeting !

Recognize these feet?



Updates from the NCBG
Children’s Wonder Garden Launches

The Garden’s Education Department 
has sought and received “seed” 
funding for a three-year project to 
develop a special area for families and 
children. This new garden area, to be 
called the “Wonder Garden,” will be 
adjacent to the classroom wing of our 
LEED Platinum Education Center. The 
Wonder Garden will be the focal point 
for a model place-based education 
program serving infants through 
middle schoolers, their parents, and 
teachers. The garden was designed by 
the Natural Learning Initiative at NC 
State University, in close consultation 
with Garden staff, and it will serve a 
culturally and economically diverse 
population.

This fall we are embarking on the first 
phase of development of the Wonder 
Garden — the “Play and Learn” space 
for toddlers, the “Bird Place,” and the 
“Nursery Garden.”  “Play and Learn” 
will include many of the elements 
that in the past were so popular with 
families visiting the Mercer Hubbard 
Herb Garden here.  

A full-sized mailbox, magically painted 
by artist, Bev Dyer, will be mounted 
close to the ground where children 
will write and leave tiny letters for 
the fairies and wood spirits. This 
garden space for imagination will 
include a place where children may 
construct miniature homes from 
natural materials and feel kinship with 
smaller beings. A digging pit will 
encourage play and logs and limbs and 
other natural materials will provide an 
opportunity for music, climbing, 
crawling, jumping and building. 

The “Bird Place” will be an exciting 
and integral element of the NCBG’s 
new Wonder Garden, offering birds 
enhanced cover and food through 
plantings, feeding stations and nesting 
stations. A lookout/bird blind will be 
constructed to provide children with 
the opportunity to observe our native 
birds. 

The bird feeder station and bluebird 
houses will provide wildlife habitat and 
demonstrate how to attract birds. We 
plan to install a variety of feeders to 
attract the widest variety of birds and 
2-3 bluebird houses for monitoring. 

The feeder station and bluebird houses 
will provide informal opportunities for 
visitors to bird-watch, as well as directed 
teaching opportunities for a variety of 
school and public children’s programs 
(preK-5th) and family workshops. 

Children will observe bird behavior first-
hand, learn about feeding adaptations, 
breeding strategies, and the role of birds 
as consumers in the food web of the 
Central Piedmont Forest. In addition, we 
will offer programs that teach how to 
participate as a citizen scientist in 
projects such as Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s Project Feeder Watch and 
NestWatch. This will help scientists track 
long-term trends in bird distribution, 
abundance, and reproductive success, as 
well as add to the ecological knowledge 
of the NCBG site. 

By Nancy Easterling
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We have received our first gift 
towards the “Nursery Garden.”  
This special garden is designed 
for parents and their children 
from newborns to age three. 
When completed, this self-
contained area will be enclosed 
by child-safe flowers and other 
plants, so that small children 
can play freely. A grassy place 
will provide infants with a place 
to lay and crawl and a place for 
toddlers to practice their 
walking skills. The setting will 
present nature at a micro-level 
to encourage exploration 
without the risk of being lost or 
intercepted by older children. 
Parents will find a place to sit 
while their children explore the 
many textures, colors, and 
fragrances surrounding them.

For more information about 
the Wonder Garden contact 
Nancy Easterling.

Do you have 

expertise in: 
wordpress

 website design/administration?

Willing to share your expertise 
to benefit our club?

Please contact 
Christine Ellestad

gogirl@nc.rr.com
919.929.3013



Go Outside
JC Raulston Trip to Vancouver Gardens

My husband and I (Anna Berry) had never 
considered BC as a destination until the JC 
Raulston Arboretum planned a trip (led by 
Mark Weathington). Turns out, it has much to 
offer the ardent gardener. 

We were thrilled to explore many of its nature 
areas and some extraordinary gardens. There 
is so much to see in a small geographical area, 
which makes for an easygoing vacation.

Below is an excerpt from his blog http://
jcraulstonarboretum.wordpress.com/category/
travels/ and some of the spectacular photos he 
shot during the trip. Butchart Gardens below.

...Apparently tours are not allowed at 

Butchart Gardens,...but the JC Raulston 
name once again paid off. We were given a 
private tour by Rick Gordon who has been 
working at Butchart for 30 years. Despite his 
length of service, this was Rick’s very first 
tour — which he led excellently, I should 
add. He told us that they will give maybe 10 
or so guided tours a year. We even got to peek 
into the greenhouses where they produce their 
fantastic plants.

C 13LIPPINGS 
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By Anna Berry & Mark Weathington

�

Don’t miss Mark in February, 
when he’ll be speaking to us 
about plants from China, 

“the mother of all gardens.”



Go Outside
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Right:

Yes, there 
are people 

on that 
bridge!

Capilano 
Suspension 

Bridge, 
Vancouver.

Despite a very early start, our first 
day turned out to be a great one 
with a visit to the Capilano Suspension 
Bridge.  The old growth Douglas firs 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii), western redcedar  
(Thuja plicata), and western hemlock 
(Tsuga heterophylla) with its carpet of 
western sword fern (Polystichum munitum) 
and salal (Gaultheria shallon) was 
absolutely stunning in this extremely busy 
park.

...Our plan was to finish the day at Beacon 
Hill Park, a public park near our hotel. 
Based on a tip from a couple of Abkhazi 
volunteers, we instead headed to 
Government House – the residence of the 
Lieutenant Governor, the official 
representative of England when she (or 
he) is in town.  The grounds are open to 
the public and were simply spectacular.  
The house is on top of a hill over Victoria 
and has lush borders, rock gardens, herb 
and rose gardens, and quite a few acres of 
endangered Garry oak (Quercus garryana) 
ecosystem.

See the fantastic colors of the Government 
House Heath Garden below.

JC Raulston Trip to Vancouver Gardens, cont.



Planet Botanic

The world's first building to be powered entirely by 
algae is being piloted in Hamburg, Germany, by 
engineering firm Arup.

The "bio-adaptive facade", which Arup says is the first of 
its kind, uses live microalgae growing in glass louvres to 
generate renewable energy and provide shade at the same 
time.

Installed in the BIQ building as part of the International 
Building Exhibition, the algae are continuously supplied 
with liquid nutrients and carbon dioxide via a water circuit 
running through the facade.

When they are ready to be harvested they are transferred 
as a thick pulp to the technical room inside the building 
and fermented in a biogas plant.

The facade also absorbs heat from the sun to warm the 
building's hot water tank, while sunny weather encourages 
the algae's growth to provide more shade for the building's 
occupants.

"To use bio-chemical processes for adaptive shading is a 
really innovative and sustainable solution, so it is great to 
see it being tested in a real-life scenario," said Jan Wurm, 
a research leader at Arup.

Arup unveils world’s first algae-powered building
dezeen.com, April 15, 2013
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"As well as generating renewable energy 
and providing shade to keep the inside of 
the building cooler on sunny days, it also 
creates a visually interesting look that 
architects and building owners will like," 
he added.
The project was led by Arup in cooperation 
with German consultancy SSC Strategic 
Science Consult and the building was 
designed for the exhibition by Austrian 
firm Splitterwerk Architects. The shading 
louvres were made in Germany by Colt 
International.

The International Building Exhibition in 
Hamburg continues until 3 November.



Member Spotlight

Jim Loudon, husband of Marcia Loudon, President of the 
Durham Council of Garden Clubs, died on October 2. Jim was an 
active supporter of the Durham Council of Garden Clubs and all 
Marcia's garden club activities.  The Durham Council of Garden 
Club's yearbook is a monument to Jim's computer skills, his 
creative mind and his drive for excellence. His passing is a loss 
to us all. 
 
Memorial donation may be made to:  North Carolina Baptist 
Men's Association, PO Box 1107, Cary, NC 27512.

As you know not only is Marcia Loudon president of the Durham 
Council of Garden Clubs, she is in charge of the NCGC website 
and a member of the finance committee of NCGC.

By Ardith Pugh

JIM LOUDON

November — December 2013
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Planet Botanic

Proceeds benefit landscaping projects at Ephesus Road 
Elementary School, the North Carolina Botanical Garden, 

JC Raulston Arboretum, and others.

Colony Woods Garden Club 
poinsettia sale To order: 

CONTACT
Jeanne Watkinson 

919.967.5997

4 inch $3.50
6 inch $7.50
8 inch $14.50

10 inch $15.50 (hanging basket) 

Pick up Saturday, Dec 7th 
10am — noon at Ephesus Road 

Elementary School

Cash or check made out to 
Colony Woods Garden Club. 

Only pre-order sales. 
No extras are available 

on pick-up day.

red

white

pink

marble

From a
reputable 

local 
source.
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The Chapel Hill Garden Club
PO Box 10054
Chapel Hill, NC  27515

CLIPPINGS 

Looking positively autumnal !  L:  Gail Norwood & Debbie DiSabatino.  R:  Char Thomann & Jan Dean.

Daphne’s Snaps 


