CLIPPINGS
NEWSLETTER OF THE CHAPEL HILL GARDEN CLUB

March-April

Chapel Hill Garden Club March General Meeting
North Carolina Botanical Garden Education Center
Tuesday, March28, 2012
9:30 am Meet and Greet coffee time
10:00 am Meeting begins with The

2012 Tour

What’s Full of Color? Has a Guest House? Features School Children? Has Herbs and Vegetables? Rain
chains? Gargoyles? Azaleas? A privacy wall of aged brick? Chickens? Folk Art? Stone-walled terraces?
More color? The answer? The 9 gardens on our 2012 Spring Garden Tour!
All of this and more! We’ll have Plein Aire artists at the North Carolina Botanical Garden all weekend as the Garden offers its plant sale. We have 5 great garden-related items that will be raffled off at the May 1 celebration following the Tour.
Some of the landscapers who have designed these gardens will be present during the Tour to share their ideas and
expertise.
At our next Garden Club meeting on March 27, our member Barbara Clare will treat you with a program of color
study in these gardens. Learn something new about how you look at these gardens and perhaps how you look at your
own outdoor space.
There are many things you can do to help the Tour become a huge success.
Sell tickets to the tour
Take postcards to meetings you attend and give to friends and neighbors
Put up posters wherever they are allowed
Buy tickets for the raffle ($5 each or 5/$20)
Help out as a Garden Guide
Check out our website chapelhillgardentour.net

Color Changes Everything
~ Featuring color consultant Barbara Clare ~
Have you ever thought about how a home’s exterior colors relate to
the colors in its garden — why they work, or not? Here’s your
chance to find out.
Join Barbara as she ushers us into the wonderful world of color to
consider the varied palettes of the homes and gardens in our upcoming Tour. You’ll discover a new way of seeing — glimpse the secret
language of color.
Anne Humphries’ beautiful photographs will illustrate our journey.

Come celebrate the magic and mystery of color!
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Chapel Hill Garden Club April General Meeting
North Carolina Botanical Garden Education Center
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 General Meeting
9:30 am Meet and Greet coffee time
10:00 am Meeting begins with Featured Speaker, David Spain
David Spain, a local moss expert and owner of the country's only moss nursery, Moss & Stone Gardens will speak
about Mossology. David, who recently appeared on Martha Stewart's TV show, will tell us how to design and install mosses into a unique shade garden.
Moss•ol•ogy- môs ˈäləjē - a fictitious but believable name for the study of true, but unbelievable moss facts.
~ Moss is the oldest terrestrial plant on earth.
~ Moss created our first soils.
~ Mosses collectively provide more carbon offset than all the
trees in the world.
~ Mosses are present on all seven continents
~ There are over 12,500 recognized species of moss worldwide.
~ Mosses have been used by civilizations for many thousands
of years for many interesting things such as pillow stuffing, diapers and wound dressings.
~ Even though water is necessary for mosses to develop, they
are drought tolerant.
~ Mosses do not have roots.
~ Moss has a wider growing range of light exposure than any
other plant.
~ Mosses do not produce pollen, seeds, or flowers.
~ Moss does not feed on anything to which it is attached.
~ Moss obtains all it's nutrients from rainfall and sunlight.
~ There is a place for moss in any garden.
MOSS ROCKS
David will be bringing a moss rock as a raffle prize!
Moss Rocks! are living sculptures and zen moss gardens all
rolled into one neat package.
Moss Rocks!™ are drought tolerant, ultra low maintenance
and will thrive anywhere with bright indirect light. There is
no soil and the only care needed is watering and admiration!
Please contact Christine for ordering information.
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MOSS DISH GARDEN WORKSHOP
Immediately After the Meeting
The workshop will take place in the Reeves Auditorium immediately after the conclusion of our April meeting. Everyone who signs up for the workshop will remain in the auditorium (those who don't sign up for the
workshop may also stay and watch but they will not be able to participate in the hands-on aspect of the workshop). During the workshop you will learn how to design and build a stunning dish garden featuring native
mosses and woodland elements. All workshop participants will take home their own moss garden. The workshop is open to both members and guests.
The workshop fee is $35. The fee is for materials and instruction-it is not a club fundraiser.
Any one wishing to sign up for the workshop should pay the $35
fee to our treasurer, Darlene Pomroy, 1104 Fearrington Post, Pittsboro 27312.
Since this workshop will take us through the lunch hour, we will
either bring a bag lunch or we may have box lunches brought in.
FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORKSHOP,
PLEASE CLICK ON: http://mossandstonegardens.com/
workshop.php Even if you don't want to take the workshop, take a
moment and click, there are some amazing photos that will inspire
you!
If you have any questions about the monthly program, the moss dish garden workshop, or the moss rocks
please contact the Program Chair, Christine Ellestad, gogirl@nc.rr.com or call 929 3013.

Tour tickets . . . . . . $$$$$$$
Thank you to all the members who graciously took home tour tickets from the February meeting to sell to their friends and family. Sell the first ticket to
yourself and then you only have three to go! Last year the
membership sold over 500 tickets which was a real boost to
our profits. The tour is our main fundraiser and proceeds
benefit our club’s community outreach and educational programming. If you need more tickets or were not at the meeting to get tickets to sell, contact Maggie Gaudet or Peggy
Pratt. Please return unsold tickets and money collected at
the March meeting.
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The Garden Tour
Stepheny Houghtlin

Written with Admiration, Gratitude, Thanksgiving and a Little Fun
For the 2012 Tour Committee
The membership secretly wished for a new garden tour chairwoman. Mrs. Abigail Smythe-Greene had been
the chair for six years in a row. In many ways, she single-handily put on the event. She stalked her neighbors until
one or the other agreed to put their gardens on the tour. She sold the bulk of the tickets by accosting anyone she
came in contact with. Everyone had to admit that through her determination, the spring tour had become a village
highlight.
The problem with Mrs. Smythe-Greene was she managed every year to do something that embarrassed the
membership. One year she ordered yellow shirts with the club’s name on them. The shirts arrived in size small,
which worked fine for five percent of the membership including Abigail. Those who wore a medium size, never
mind those who needed large, were first embarrassed, and than angry; they felt their robust sizes were being
mocked. Abigail’s answer to this snafu was direct and insensitive. She said, “If the shirts don’t fit, I suggest people go immediately on a strict diet.” Of course, there was the time the tulips in all the tour gardens, a magnificent
display that year, were eaten by the deer. Abigail forgot to close gates after their last minute inspection of the venues. The truth be told, she was busy herding her flock of committee members on to the next address in her ‘full
steam a head mode.’
But all good things can come to an end. The day of one particular tour, the owner of the first garden greeted
the shift of hostesses assigned to her garden. She told each of them where to stand throughout the garden in order
to be helpful to the crowds who always asked questions. Since the members of the entire garden club were expert
plantswomen, they were more than prepared to dazzle the tour guests with their knowledge. Daisy Hill, positioned
at her spot, was left alone for a few minutes to enjoy the perfect day.
Shortly, the first dozen or so ticket holders, including Mrs. Smythe-Greene, began to make their way towards Daisy. Someone screamed. A hush fell over the group as they looked at a body floating in the pond, water
rippling merrily all around.
No one laughed at the time, but when the rubber inflatable body, face down, was fished out with a lawn
rake, the joke played on the club’s fearless leader proved too much for her. How would she ever live down the
shock of a dead body on her tour?
A week later, at the wrap-up meeting of the tour committee, she announced, “I have done my job, ladies. It
is high time I step down.” A collective sigh and a wink passed between the committee as they crowded round congratulating her for her years of service. The instigator of the hoax was never named, but Daisy Hill felt she’d been
black-mailed when she agreed to the chairmanship the following year.

CHGC Treasurer’s Report
Darlene Pomroy
December & January have been quiet months for the
treasury and all bills have not been received yet for hospitality events.
Expenses were:
Programs - $150.00
Habitat for Humanity - $236.59
Holiday tea equipment - $8.85
Income was:
Bulb sales - $29.38
Moss workshop - $35.00
Let’s Get
Those Raffle
Tickets!

Checking account balance on February 1,2012=
$17,651.83

Page 4

Spring Garden Tour Sneak Peek
By Nina Forsyth, OCMG
We wind up garden visits for the 2012 Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour with two special gardens, one with open
country charm and the other in-town with a blend of unique garden spaces.
Just west of Carrboro is the country home and garden of Pat and John Marson at 1500
Hatch Rd. They have built porches, moved rock and clay and created comfortable living
for their family. Sure to be a popular feature for tour visitors is the backyard chicken
coop complete with small bantam chickens. Nearby is a new pergola supporting flowering vines – notable is the native honeysuckle Lonicera sempervirens ‘Major Wheeler.’
A hummingbird favorite, the red tubular flowers have a spring show of bloom, then
lightly continue into fall. Place in the sun (more flowers) or partial shade – average, well
-drained soil is fine. Another native plant, Ilex vomitoria ‘Pendula,’ looks great near the
front porch as a specimen plant overlooking the sloping front lawn. This tall, smallleaved weeping yaupon bears red berries, is evergreen, pest resistant (even deer) and drought tolerant. Give it plenty of sun for it to achieve its fullest and best
form.
The Kelshner garden at 514 Senlac Rd is near Battle Park on a short side street probably unnoticed by those who drive by. But this historic house and garden holds surprises within its leafy
complex of garden spaces. The walled back garden has plants that may have come from the
Coker Arboretum in the 1920s, like the huge elegant pair of crape myrtles. Smaller and
younger is a handsome Common Fig Ficus carica, planted close to the house catching sun and
warmth. The large dark leaves add interesting texture and effect to the garden; figs grow well
in Chapel Hill and are adaptable to less than ideal conditions. A good cultivar to try is ‘Brown
Turkey.’ Shading the terrace on the other side of the house is a choice medium size tree,
American Yellowwood Cladastris Kentukea. Fragrant white flowers in spring, soft yellow fall
foliage and its winter grey bark make this native tree worth having.
I hope these sneak peeks have everyone inspired to visit, enjoy and learn from these wonderful gardens!

Trout Lily — by Elaine Norwood

Photos: Anne Wood Humphries

TROUT LILY; Erythronium americanum . Also called Dogtooth Violet and Amberbell. This spring ephemeral is
one of my favorite native wild flowers. It is one of the earliest to bloom in the woods and so completely carpets the
woodland floor with foliage that I cannot walk my favorite path without stepping on it. The leaves are elliptical,
rarely more than five inches but mottled in reddish brown. One of the smaller members of the lily family; it shares
a similar arrangement of the leaves from a basal cluster. The small, yellow nodding blooms are beautiful with both
sepals and petals sharply recurved exposing stamen and anthers. One close examination, one finds the back of the
sepals brushed with the same reddish brown color as the foliage. The bulbs form offsets but also reproduce by seeds
which are widely distributed by ants. The seeds require seven years to develop to bloom stage. They are difficult to
dig and share as the small bulbs are very deep seated. The bulbs
work themselves down into the soil about an inch per
year; producing a bloom only when they are at least 6 inches deep.
Legend has it that the bulbs finally become buried so deeply
they are no longer able to send a sprout to the surface and
commit suicide. I cannot attest to such suicidal tendencies.
I can, however attest to an ephemeral , even ethereal quality of
These plants as they emerge, bloom , set seed, and then
disappear completely in a very short period of time.
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Help Wanted!
Do you enjoy meeting new people? Please consider helping conduct a survey of
our garden tour guests.
Why are we conducting a survey?
*Our publicity committee works very hard to spread the word about the tour
and we are eager to know what forms of communication with the public are
most effective.
*We want to collect data to enhance our ability to attract sponsors.
* We want to understand what our guests find appealing about the tour and what would enhance their tour experience.
How can you help? Your job would be to ask tour goers to take a short survey and in

return we will enter
their names into a raffle for a beautiful landscape painting done by one of our very
own members, Jane Lamm!
What is your time commitment? an hour or two on which ever tour day you choose.
Where will the surveys be taken? near the exits of selected tour gardens.
For more information and to sign up to be a survey taker, please contact Christine Ellestad gogirl@nc.rr.com or
call 929 3013.

Welcome New Members
JEANNE DUGGAN
750 WEAVER DAIRY RD. #107
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27514
918-3568
jpduggan26@gmail.com

Ladies in
Red
Enjoying
the
Holiday Tea

DAPHNE LITTLE
11503 McLean
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27517
942-5764
619-7046 C
crowlittle@aol.com
JOEL RHEIN
19234 STONE BROOK
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27517
929-6586
rhein801046@bellsouth.net

Two Lovelies
Needing No
Introductions!
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Save the Date
The Chapel Hill Garden Club
cordially
invites you to our Annual Spring Garden
Party and Auction 2012

Tuesday, May 15 at the NCBG
10:00 a.m.
Details to follow in the
May Newsletter
Sign-up to help at
the March Meeting

The January Group
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Flower Shows in March

There will be two flower shows in our area with two of our members participating. The first is
on March 10th. A Small Standard Flower Show will be presented by The Raleigh Garden Club
together with the Triangle Camellia Society. You will see flower designs which will be incorporating camellias in some fashion within each design. In addition, The Camellia Society will
have a judged show of their prize specimens, come see an entire room full of beautiful single
and double camellia blooms, the fragrance alone will make you swoon with delight. This
spectacular and interesting show will be held at The Raulston Arboretum, 4415 Beryl Rd in
Raleigh. The show will be open to the public from 1pm until 5pm. There is no admission fee.
The Piedmont East Judges Council will sponsor a Small Standard Flower Show on Thursday,
March 29th. This show will be held at Croasdaile Village, 2600 Croasdaile Farm Parkway in
Durham. Come cheer on Jinny Merino and Betsy Nininger who will be two of the
twelve judges who will be exhibiting that day. The title of the show is, Earth, Clay, and Flowers and is given in memory of potter and designer, Jean Wilk. One of the design classes you
will see, entitled, An Eastern Frame Of Mind, will feature some of her unusual and beautiful
oriental containers. The other design classes will include, Creative Design using dried and/
or fresh plant material as well as a class featuring the abstract creative style. The show is
open to the public from 1pm until 5pm. There is no admission fee.

The Chapel Hill Garden Club
P.O. Box 10054
Chapel Hill, NC 27515

Gus St. John, Editor

